
A Handbook for Our Gracious Donors

Educating Poor Children In Rural India Through Sponsored Student Hostels

Vision, Goals & Summary of Achievements



AIM for SEVA has Special Consultative Status with the United 
Nations’ Economic and Social Council, a testimony to the fact 
that our team is credible, focused, and results-oriented.

AIM for SEVA (Canada), the Canadian chapter, is registred as a 
not-for-profit charity in Ontario.

Toronto is the highest donor city by far, amongst all donor 
chapters of AIM of SEVA worldwide. The Canadian chapter has 
raised donations for construction of 22 Hostels. The support 
from the Canadian chapter, with over $3.3 million collected in 
the last 12 years, currently sponsors 758 children.

AIM for SEVA (Canada) has an excellent reputation in terms 
of its zero administration cost, hard working volunteers, and 
integrity.
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Message from the President of  
AIM for SEVA (Canada)

Dear AIM for SEVA Donors,

“The capacity to emphathise is the window through which you reach out to people. You do 
something that makes a difference in somebody’s life.”  Swami Dayananda Saraswati

On behalf of beneficiaries of the AIM for SEVA movement – the poverty-stricken, 
disadvantaged children and their families living in India – thank you for your support of 
the Canadian chapter of AIM for SEVA.  The objective of this handbook is to provide you a 
brief outline of AIM for SEVA, its vision, goals, and achievements. 

The All India Movement (AIM) for SEVA, the parent organization of AIM-Canada, was 
founded in 2001 by Swami Dayananda Saraswati, a world-renowned spiritual leader and 
an authority on Vedanta. The vision is to bring value-based education and health care 
to the least privileged segment of India – children born to parents living far below the 
poverty line.

AIM for SEVA Canada, registered as a charity in Canada, was formed in 2003, to take up 
the challenge of alleviating abject poverty in India, through adoption of the most effective 
route: “Education”. Our primary goal is to enable Canadian donors to support supervised 
accommodation for children from poor and backwards areas of India in sponsored hostels, 
near government schools in relatively larger towns, operated by the movement.  

This booklet includes methods in which Canadian supporters can donate to the movement 
to tackle insidious poverty, child-by-child, to uplift their lives and that of their families. 
AIM-Canada’s major achievements are summarized herein, as well as the activities and 
achievements of the parent organization. AIM-Canada’s unique model is focused on the 
intended cause; our committed team of volunteers pick up administrative costs, creating a 
model where donors can be sure that  every cent donated goes to children in need.  I hope 
we can do SEVA together to give poor, disadvantaged children the help they so desperately 
need.  Your continued support will help us achieve even higher levels of excellence. 

Dr. Terry Papneja,
Founder and President. AIM for SEVA (Canada), Toronto.





AIM for SEVA
All India Movement for SEVA
The daunting challenge of poverty in India needs 
little introduction. Children born to parents living 
below the poverty line in rural areas strive hard just 
for existence and are trapped in a cycle of abject 
poverty with daily struggles laced with hunger 
and despair. In that vicious cycle basic healthcare, 
nutrition and education are unattainable.

The basic tenet of the All India Movement for SEVA 
is centered on the premise that access to education 
is the key to tackling the core challenges of poverty. 
We are mindful of the most challenging agenda: 
providing easy access to school, to many children in 
India who are denied this basic human right.  Given 
basic education, up to and including secondary 
school, all other challenges can be tackled more 
readily, including giving employment skills to the 
youth, improving the life of the girls, and promoting 
hygiene and cleanliness across the nation. 

Our free student homes provide the appropriate 
ambience to raise children successfully: Supervision 
with warmth, wholesome meals, tutoring, healthcare, 
extra-curricular activities, and opportunity for skills 
development post schooling is provided. Close 
to schools, they ensure that the students focus on 
education, as their basic needs are now taken care of. 

Vision: To transform 
society through a 
network of seva, of 
caring, to help each 
child to contribute to 
the uplifting of family 
and to the progress of 
the nation.

Mission: To extend 
reach of education 
to every poor and 
disadvantaged child 
across the nation 
through the concept 
of Student Hostel (Free 
Student Home) near 
government school.

Goal: At least one 
Student Hostel for each 
of 640 districts in India. 



Donate a Hostel Building
Help Educate Poor Rural Children. Leave a Legacy.

�� You can pay in installments of $15,000/year for 5 years (after tax)

�� Multiple families can join in donation

�� Have a say in choice of location

�� Name the student hostel building

�� The student hostel will be a home for 50 to 75 children every year

�� Imagine how many children will grow up in your hostel in 100 years, the 
expected life of the building!

Donor Recognition
�� Hostel named after you or your loved one

�� Stone plaque outside hostel

�� Guest of Honor at Annual Gala

�� Two tables of 20 guests at Annual Gala

�� Full Page message in Annual Gala Booklet in the 1st Year

�� Donor names and photo published every year in Annual Gala Booklet

Cost: $125,000 (after tax: $75,000)
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Twenty Ten Scholarship $100,000
Sponsor 20 children for 10 years. 
(after tax deduction: $6,000/year or $500/month)

Donor Recognition: Scholarship named after you or your loved one; 
Stone plaque outside hostel of your choice. One table of 10 guests at 
Annual Gala; Half page message in Annual Gala Booklet in 1st Year; 
Donor names and photo published every year in Annual Gala Booklet.

$10000/Year

Ten Ten Scholarship $50,000
Sponsor 10 children for 10 years.
(after tax deduction: $3,000/year or $250/month)

Donor Recognition: Scholarship named after you or your loved one; 
Stone plaque outside hostel of your choice. One table of 10 guests at 
Annual Gala; Half page message in Annual Gala Booklet in 1st Year; 
Donor names and photo published every year in Annual Gala Booklet.

$5000/Year

Five Ten Scholarship $25,000
Sponsor 5 children for 10 years.
(after tax deduction: $1,500/year or $125/month)

Donor Recognition: Scholarship named after you or your loved one; 
Stone plaque outside hostel of your choice. A table of 4 guests at 
Annual Gala; Donor names and photo published every year in Annual 
Gala Booklet

$2500/Year

Establish a Scholarship
Educate & Empower 20, 10 or 5 Children for 10 Years.



Steps in Establishing a Student Hostel
Managed by the AIM for SEVA in India

SURVEY STAGE
An initial survey of the areas around proposed student hostel  is undertaken; which focuses 
on literacy levels, student population, economic profile and access to schools.

LAND STAGE
If criteria warrant a student hostel, suitable land is identified as per the plan. When AIM for 
SEVA receives an offer for land donation in a rural area, the survey stage is implemented 
before moving on to next stage.

CONSTRUCTION STAGE
Construction begins in compliance with government and AIM for SEVA’s standards of 
quality.

STUDENT SELECTION
Students are enrolled in student hostels and preference is given to:

�� Children 8 years and older

�� Children who commute long distance to school

�� Families with low income

�� Children in difficult family situations like single parent families

STAFFING STAGE
Appointment of suitable staff, including warden, cook/helper, security and/or cleaner, is 
undertaken.



AIM for SEVA - Breaking Barriers to Education
Life in a Student Hostel

Student life at student hostels is not restricted to a place to live 
and study. Apart from access to school, after-school support, extra-
curricular activities and value education, each student in an AIM for 
SEVA student hostel receives:

School Items: Uniforms, books, lunch box, school bag and shoes.

Personal Items: Bedsheet, personal storage space/trunk and 
grooming items such as soap and toothbrush.

Healthcare: Regular medical and dental care throughout their stay 
at student hostel.

ACCESSIBILITY
Where schools are more than a 
kilometre away, children are sent to 
school by a van or bus.

POVERTY
Children’s basic needs are taken care of, 
enabling them to focus on studies and 
move ahead in life.

QUALITY
With after-school support, children 
are given the academic assistance they 
need to excel in their studies.

HEALTHCARE
With nutritious food and good health 
care, children graduate with a good 
foundation in education & health.

AIM for SEVA is sensitive to the economic and social compulsions 
of children in rural areas and helps them overcome barriers to their 
education.



Why Support AIM for SEVA?

Maximum returns from your seva
AIM for SEVA (Canada) has an excellent reputation in terms of its zero administration 
cost, hard working volunteers, and integrity.

Our multitude of donation options also makes it easier for you to empower a rural child.

We bridge the gap between education and accessibility
Empowering children to learn by providing them a place to live close to their schools; with a 
clean environment, nutritious food, schooling needs, value based education, extracurricular 
activities and much more. So that they don’t just keep up with the rest, but lead a life-
ready childhood to contribute to their family, society and the country as a whole.

We hold the hand of the poor, disadvantaged children and take them to the Finish Line 
with 10 years of education. 

Enabling life-ready childhood
AIM for SEVA is not just a ‘schooling’ initiative. Nor is it for merely sheltering the underprivileged. 
The All India Movement (AIM) for Seva is an integrated community development program, 
reaching out to rural and tribal children across India.

For many of us, a sense of giving back to those who have no 
chance to succeed
Our success today is founded on benefits we got from the most challenged country in the 
world; In India, many of us got free basic education that propelled us to what we are.

At the cost of a coffee-a-day, you can support a child through school to help uplift them 
and their family, to become productive members of society.

“In the act of giving, you grow, people grow, and the country grows.” Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati
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Why Did We Support & Donate...
“The “100 percent goes to charity” model was very appealing. We have been 
involved with this charity and several others for a number of years.  Hearing from 
them (friends who were previous donors), we knew we have finally found a charity 
we can trust and support.  The cause itself is very important to us.  Educating needy 
children is the best form of charity and goes a long way in making this world a 
better place.” Mr. Shailesh Raja (Hostel Donor 2012)

“The vision of the founder of AIM for SEVA, Swami Dayananda Saraswati, appeals 
to me. The organization has done “yeoman service all over India.” This is not just 
donating money. It is to ensure that what we give, reaches the most deserving and 
needy in India. Education surely elevates an individual to do good and support 
others in need. In this respect I have seen so very closely how AIM for SEVA 
volunteers in Canada are doing selfless work. I applaud them for that.” Mr. Shankar 
Subramani  (Hostel Donor 2013)

“This country (Canada) has given my family extraordinary opportunities.  So have 
my roots in India which instilled in me early in life the meaning of Seva.  AIM for 
SEVA represents all that is good in us – volunteerism, public service, modesty, 
cost efficiency in getting donor support directly to the recipients”. Mr. Inder 
Sharma (Hostel Donor 2014)

Help Transform Lives...
“I consider myself lucky to have been associated with a home such as this one, where 
all the facilities required for education were available. I am forever indebted to the 
home. Whatever I have learnt, understood and read, is through the student home, 
and I would like to give back to the kids in the home - be it through education or 
otherwise.”  Mr.Nishant Sharma, an AIM for SEVA graduate 

“After sending my son to AIM for SEVA, I could see great results in one month. 
When he came home for the holidays, we learnt that he has come first in his class! 
I wanted a better life than mine for my son. And it is coming true with the help of 
AIM for SEVA.” Mr. Shubnaam, Paanigaon, father of Vikram Kuswah, currently 
pursuing Mechanical Engineering



AIM for SEVA (Canada) currently supports 758 children. This  has been 
made possible by individuals sponsoring 1 or 2 children by donating 
$500 or $1000 annually.

Corporate Sponsorship Committee, led by Co-Chairs Anil Chawla 
and Rajiv Bahl, their efforts educated 90 children in 2014.

“Golf 2 Educate” Committee, led by Co- Chairs Ray Khanna and Jay 
Nirula, their efforts educated 40 children in 2014.

Silent Auction Committee, led by Co-Chairs Rupa Kanani and Sapna 
Mehta, their efforts support AIM for SEVA Annual Gala.

“Young Professionals for AIM for SEVA”, a subcommittee to foster 
the spirit of service and charity among their peers, led by Co-Chairs 
Dr. Purti Papneja and Pankaj Bajaj. For 2015  they have collaborated 
with Mississauga Marathon to bring the first AIM for SEVA 2K Fun 
Run/Walk.
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Hostel Donors Since 2002
The AIM for SEVA (Canada) Student Hostel accomodates & supports up to 100 children from 
remote tribal area in India. 

Anonymous Donor        Ghaziabad (UP)
Anonymous Donor         Haridwar (UT)
The Late Mrs. Padma Kapoor        Polur-Tiruvanamali (TN)
Grand children of Mrs. Krishna Rani Papneja     Kareli (MP)
Drs. Naresh and Kawaljeet        SharmaIndore (MP)
Dr. Jaya and Mr. Vasu Chanchlan      Hoshangabad (MP)
Dr. Subodh and Mrs. Amita Kanani      Amreli (GJ)
Mr. Arun and Mrs. Neelam Kapoor and family    Karanprayag (UT)
Dr. Terry and Mrs. Nimmi Papneja      Jabalpur (MP)
Dr. Narendra Singh        Sawantwadi (MH)
Mr. Sham and Mrs. Satya Arora and family     Chakan (MH)
Mr. Deepak and Mrs.Avni Ruparell + Anonymous    Kheroj (GJ)
Anonymous Donor        Khategaon (MP)
Mr. Mike and Mrs. Ila Lakhani       Khategaon (MP)
Anonymous Donor + Climb 2 Educate, Gera and Nirula   Katni (MP)
Dr. Rakesh Bhandari (sponsored directlly in India)    Dhar (MP) 
Dr. Asha and Mr. Arun Seth       Lucknow (UP)
Mrs. Rani and Mr. Ramesh Gupta      Harda (MP)
Mr. Shailesh and Mrs. Arti Patel      Rajkot District (GJ)
Mrs. Meena & Mr. Shailesh Raja (school building)    Khategaon (MP)
Mr. Shankar, the late Mrs. Sukanya Shankar and Bhairavi Shankar  Tippanampettai (TN)
Mr. Inder Sharma and Mrs. Rupi Tandon     Dehradun (UT)

Scholarships Established Since 2012
AIM for SEVA (Canada) introduced scholarships to cover operating costs of the student hostels. 

20/10 Scholarship Kiran and Dipika Patel

10/10 Scholarship Sutikshan and Bindu Anand
Anand and Vijay Jain (Vijay Anand Foundation)
Anonymous Donor

5/10 Scholarship Shobha & Surjit Mendiratta
Dinesh & Sushma Kumar
Rushika Patel

Ramesh & Rani Gupta
Naresh & Anjana Desai
Bhupendra & Meena Patel

Engineering Program Scholarships: Mr. Mahendra Vyas has pledged TWO 
scholarships for TWENTY years ($40,000/Year) to cover tution and expenses 
for four year engineering program students. Total value over $800,000.

Endowment Fund $2 Million pledged by Mr. Mike and Mrs. Ila Lakhani



Facts + Figures 
Funds Used and Allocated for Charity: $3.3 Million 758 Children Supported by AIM for SEVA (Canada)

Over 15 Student Hostels

4 to 15 Student Hostels

1 to 3 Student Hostels

None

100 Student Hostels in 15 States including 22 Donated by AIM for SEVA (Canada)
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Plans for the Future: Vision 2020
All-round development of children, their excellence in academics, personality and character 
building. The Art for Development project which has completed the pilot phase, to tap 
the creative abilities of the children, will be expanded in a phased manner to all project 
locations. 

In keeping with the organization’s philosophy of living in harmony with nature, all student 
hostels will be made environment friendly. Integration of solar energy and organic farming 
practices from captive biogas plants will be introduced. 

Pilot projects on using long distance learning methods to reach target beneficiaries in 
remote locations.

Particulars Year 2016 Year 2020

Number of Student Hostels 180 300

Number of Students 6000 10200

Coordinators 80 100

Volunteers 8000 10000

Number of Villages 14000 24000
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