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AIM for SEVA 12th Annual Gala 
Raises Funds Beyond Expectations 
$300,000 is not a small amount. This is what was raised/pledged at the 
12th annual Gala, held September 15, 2013 at the Pearson Convention 
Center in Toronto.

Rightly titled “An Evening to Remember, An Evening for Seva,” the gala was 
attended by over 700 people from the Greater Toronto Area.  They were 
all there to help support the larger objectives of AIM for Seva:  educate 
and empower the poor, underprivileged and vulnerable children from the 
rural and  remote areas  of India.  

Where has the Toronto Chapter of AIM for SEVA 
reached during 12 years?  

From an obscure small place, the Gala now is being held at the Pearson 
Covention Center, an exclusive location in Toronto. From 150 people in 
the first year, 700+ people have started supporting the Gala and they 
come from various backgrounds, including South Asians. The Toronto 

Chapter is now on top compared 
to dozens of other Chapters of AIM 
for SEVA in many, many countries.  
It is on top as the Toronto Chapter, 
under able leaderships of co-
founders Dr. Terry and his wife 
Nimmi Papneja, have succeeded 
in getting donations for 20 Hostels 
out of a total of 99 hostels donated 
so far globally. The aim is to build 
640 hostels, one in every district of 
India.

One hostel was donated at this year’s gala by Shankar 
Subramani and his family. It will be located in Chennai 
in Tamilnadu.

In a pleasant surprise, Dr. David and his wife Jennifer Barrett announced 
donation for 10/10 scholarships. That means they will pay for the 
education and upkeep of 10 boys/girls for 10 years, a substantial financial 
commitment on their part.  So what if they are not Indo-Canadians.  Their 
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heart is at the right place and for them helping under-privileged children 
in India is also the right cause.  

Here are these children in 99 homes in India. They all have big aspirations 
and why not. They have the same hearts and minds as we and others have. 
They have the same palpitations as millions others. You ask them and they 
will tell you to your absolute delight: “I want to be a pilot.  I want to be 
an engineer. I want to be a lawyer” and any profession you can think of.  
They don’t want to continue to live in misery, grow up without learning 
alphabets.  

“To think that these children, just a short while ago, were on the fringes 
of civilization, condemned to poverty and suffering simply because of 
where they were born; and now their lives have progressed so much that 
they can dream of a better life, and have more than a passing chance of 
fulfilling those dreams,” says Dr. Papneja.  He’s bubbling with delight as 
from his childhood, he has laid emphasis on education, helping poor kids 
in his native town in Madhya Pradesh donating his text books to them.  
You needed help and he was there as the flag bearer for kids coming of 
families with limited means.  That habit has not been broken. Rather it is 
doubly strengthened.  

Papneja attributed this  transformation to all supporters of  AIM for SEVA 

and their number is growing by leaps and bounds each year.  People know 
it widely. You give a dollar, and each 100 cents will go to India to help 
education of children, who truly deserve help so that they are no more 
left behind by the society.

The support in Toronto has transformed lives of 725 children, Papneja 
said.  And the organization has already raised over $3-million in the last 12 
years. He has all smiles in asserting that “this makes us the highest donor 
city by far, amongst all donor chapters of AIM for SEVA world-wide.”



“AIM for SEVA is a remarkable initiative and the Canadian chapter’s 
disproportionate contribution is a tribute to the community and the 
exceptional leadership of Dr. Terry Papneja.  In a space of just over a 
decade he has spear headed its voluntary efforts and helped it cross the 
million dollar mark,” says Kasi Rao, who was an exceptional emcee for the 
evening, the task on behalf of AIM for SEVA he accepted for the first time.  

“Significantly the support he and his team have garnered comes from a 
broad donor base that is a reflection both of the vibrancy of the Indo-
Canadian community and the growing band of India watchers from the 
corporate, academic and philanthropic organizations.”

To Rao, who’s known to be a very effective and delightful communicator,  
“AIM for SEVA reminds us in this interconnected world the cause of 
education and learning is truly special.  The organization brings to life 
Mahatma Gandhi’s saying ‘Live as if you were to die tomorrow.  Learn 

as if you were to live forever’.”

Raising money for charitable causes is  becoming increasingly tough  as  
more and more charities are running after the same dollar and same 
donor.  Each organization believes, rightly from  its perspective, that their 
cause is the right cause and people should donate liberally.  That’s not the 
way the mind of any donor works.  

Founders and volunteers of AIM for SEVA are well aware of this and so 
they try various other means to approach these limited number of donors 
and  philanthropists. So, to provide his helping hands in an effective 
manner, AIM for SEVA’s Treasurer Arun Luthra, took the podium along 
with Vishay Dhunraj and the lively bidding on the ‘Painting of Kabir 
Teachings,’ - donated by Pinki and Arun Luthra -  started.  It concluded 
with the winning by Dr. Amit Arya, an Indian classical vocalist and disciple 
of legendry maestro, Pundit Jasraj.
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There were three other items that were put to the hammer – a trio of ice 
hockey memorabilia, donated by Dr. Vishay and Beshie Dunraj, comprising 
Darryl Sittler’s rare 25th Anniversary 10-Point Game (1976) autographed 
hockey stick; Joffret Lupul autographed premium Maple Leaf jersey; and 
an autographed and framed photograph of Maple Leafs Captain Dion 
Phaneuf.  

There were also two business tickets valid for any where in Europe, 
compliments of Terry and Nimmi Papneja. The lucky winners were Ravi 
and Nina Jain.  

It can’t be all business. There was respite from that when Sukalyann 
Bhattacharya took the stage with his Dance Troupe. What a rhythmic 
entertainment. The Convention Center’s inside was shaking, so also the 
feet and minds of 700 guests.   

How do you define a successful event?  

When the main objective is realized to the satisfaction of the organizers 
and the event leaves a good taste in the mouth of the guests who go out 
of the convention center with smiles on their faces and doubly committed 
to the cause for which they  in the first place agreed to commit their 
evening. With that as the barometer, one can safely pronounce Sept. 15 
Gala was a success.  It raised substantial amount for the underprivileged in 
India and volunteers could hear guests talking good about AIM for SEVA 
and the hope is they will come back next year with their new friends, who 
in turn will learn about what the AIM for SEVA is dedicated to and what 
the needs of underprivileged kids in India are and how they could provide 
a helping hand. 



“Since its inception in 2000, AIM for SEVA has 
worked tirelessly to create educational opportunities 
for underprivileged children in India through the 
construction of student homes or Chatralayas.  Its 
efforts have made a profound difference on which 
to build a hopeful future,” Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper writes in his personal message. 

He also commended the work of “all those associated with AIM for 
SEVA Canada for their commitment to ensuring that those who are less 
fortunate are not forgotten.”

“Ontario’s rich multicultural fabric has given our 
province a unique world view.  And our cultural 
communities have given our citizens special insight 
into the issues confronting beyond our borders,” says 
Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne.  

In her message commending   volunteers who helped organize Sept. 
15 annual fund raiser, she noted that “through the work of AIM for 
SEVA Canada, we are made aware of the education challenges facing 
disadvantaged children in India while given the means to help alleviate 
these problems.”  

Ontario Premier also thanked AIM for SEVA for  “building and equipping 
student homes” so that “underprivileged Indian children have the 
opportunity to study and prosper in a caring environment.”

“The AIM for SEVA community committed to seva 
in Toronto has shown the way of how to go about 
involving people,” writes AIM for SEVA founder 
Swami Dayananda Saraswati.  

As we all know, “a movement is always of the people, 
by the people, for the people” and that’s what AIM for SEVA is – it is a 
movement, not a simple NGO.”

AIM for SEVA now has 100 Chatralayas in all parts of India, Swamiji 
emphasizes.  He attributes this to people “who have provided leadership 
in involving people to make it a movement.”
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Lack of Education – Single Largest 
Reason for Poverty in India

AIM for  SEVA’s 2013 annual 
gala, held Sept. 15, at Toronto’s 
Pearson Convention Center, 
was once again aimed largely 
to create awareness in the 
community that people 
should “look beyond material 
affluence” and that being  the 
needs of the poor children. 

Shankar Subramani, whose 
family announced  donation of 
one hostel  that will be located 
in the apartment complex that 

the family  owns in an affluent section of Chennai, says that the AIM for 
SEVA “is an institution born out of a very crucial need to uplift the most 
vulnerable section of our society namely children who are the future of 
tomorrow.” Educating them would empower them, he rightly believes.  “It 
would enable them to choose their future.”

Subramani says  the vision of founder of AIM for SEVA, Swami Dayananda 
Saraswati, appeals to him.  The organization has done “yeoman service all 
over India.” 

The aim of the organization is to  build at least one hostel  in each district 
of India.  Each hostel accommodates 50 kids who go to schools and  they 
study hard and then move on as they  finish their education.

In an interview, Subramani said  that “lack of education opportunities 
is the single largest reason for poverty in India”.  

You believe you made the right decision in donating 
this hostel?

My parents and my in-laws had, by their devotion and deep conviction 
to our Vedic scriptures, inculcated in us various religious practices.  As I 
was growing up I saw my father conducting, participating and supporting 
large number of community events. I remember once my father gave 
away at cost a sizeable piece of land to a community school. He was keen 



that our community should have a school for the future generation.  It is 
in that very school that I studied.   Later I went to the Bombay University, 
graduating in  sciences.  I later went to Muscat where my wife Sukanya and 
daughter Bhairavi joined me.  

After living there for 13 years, we  came to Canada in 1997.  Our daughter’s 
education was the main reason for us to move to Canada.  I also attribute 
our move to destiny. With the grace of Bhagwan, I saw abundance (in 
material sense) in Muscat but Canada is where our spiritual quest started.  
So, we have never regretted our decision to move to Canada as, in terms 
of the spiritual growth, Canada has proven to be Heaven for us.

Have you earlier supported charitable activities in 
india and/or in Canada?

We have been for a long time  making regular donations.  But this donation 
of a hostel (or Chatralaya) required a lot of planning and wise investment 
in real estate and after years, when we came to know about Swamiji’s 
work in AIM for SEVA, we said we have found a worthy cause to make this 
big donation, donation of a hostel.  Educating children is a worthy cause, 
cause closer to our heart.

You say education of children is a cause closer to your 
heart and that of your family? 

We are from Southern parts of India but we grew up in Mumbai.  There 
we helped local temples in organizing special events and supporting 
Annadanam drive. After once visiting Arsha Vidya Gurukulam we became 
conscious of  Swamiji work  in establishing Chatralayas and teaching 
institutions all over the country.  The emphasis was and continues to be the 
need to provide meaningful education to every child of underprivileged 
families in India.  That touched the core of our heart and that explains our 
donation of one hostel.

What induced you to support AIM for SEVA?

We started going to AVG in 2004. That’s how we started seeing and 
observing closely Swamiji’s work in other fields as well.  AIM for SEVA 
stands out as a testament that compassion is still alive in many of us.  This 
is not just donating money.  It is to ensure that what we give reaches the 
most deserving and needy sections in India.  We have to elevate ourselves 
to learn to do good to others, others who need our support. 
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By providing support, with emphasis on education, we are empowering 
these poor children to earn their own living.  Education surely elevates an 
individual to do good and support others in needs.  In this respect I have 
seen so very closely how Aim for SEVA volunteers in Canada are doing 
selfless work. I applaud them for that.  

You have some thoughts on AIM for SEVA fund raiser?

Such events bring awareness in our community and so also amongst our 
friends to look beyond material affluence and be part of joy of these poor 
children.

The hostel that you have pledged will be located on 
your ancestral property?

The apartment in Chennai that we are giving for the Hostel is not an  
ancestral property.  This apartment is located in a very affluent part of 
Chennai.  Its value in Canadian dollars is about 100,000.  And this is our 
one time donation.

I firmly believe that every child should have access to education.  How do 
we achieve this objective? Those who are affluent  and even the middle 
class have to help.   We should reduce our own spending and thus make 
sure that there are resources for education of these poor and needy 
children in India.I believe we should all be content with what we have.  
Whatever surplus we have we should learn to give for good causes.  

Will you attribute poverty to lack of education? 

I firmly believe lack of education is the single largest reason for poverty 
in India.  The human greed is increasing.  That leads to drain of resources.  

In this respect, we can learn a great deal from the  Scandinavian countries.  
There’s free education for every child  till they graduate from the university.  
Those countries are very affluent, top of the ladder.  Various studies show 
they have very happy population.



Chakan Hostel 

Donated by Shyam and Satya Arora, the 
Chakan Hostel  in Pune was established 
in 2009.  

It is now home to 25 kids, only 2 of whom are from Maharashtra and as 
many as 23 are from Meghalaya.  This home is called unique as it has 
attracted students from outside Maharashtra.  To them their  linguistic 
backgrounds is  immaterial as they are all happy together, happy that they 
have a proper shelter, happy that they are studying together, growing up 
together, free of any negative influences of caste or creed,   under the care 
of  Swami Chitprakashananda Saraswati, who’s the head of the institution 
and  a disciple  of Aim for SEVA founder, Swami Dayananda Saraswati. 
These kids may be extremely poor but that doesn’t dampen their spirits 

and determination.  When you talk to them, many of them would say 
with one voice ‘Oh I want to become  a pilot, an engineer, health-care 
provider’ and so on and why not. Dr. Terry Papneja, co-founder of the 
Toronto Chapter with his wife Nimmi Papneja, generally lay emphasis 
‘teach a person how  to fish, instead of just giving him a  fish that would 
last just for a day and he’s hungry the next day.  Better teach him a trade, 
any trade, instead of his going round with a beginning bowel.

As stated, these children come from poor socio-economic backgrounds.  If 
our readers are aware of  the topography of  India, Meghalaya’s hilly terrain 
makes access to schools difficult, their  journey to a school is  challenging, 
arduous and exhausting. That’s  a major deterrent to education.  Coupled 
with this is the inability of families, - they are large families -  with very 
limited means, to send their children to schools.  

These children at the Chakan Hostel  are  in grades 5 to 7, all of them 
studying in the Tejas English Medium School.  They travel close to 15 km 
to their school.  To their good fortune, AIM for SEVA takes care of their 
journey as they are all carted in the school van both ways, to ensure the 

We will endeavor to profile a different operational hostel in every newsletter to 
give our supporters an opportunity to see where and how their efforts are being 
used to good cause.  In this newsletter, we profile Chakan Hostel.
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distance doesn’t become an impediment  to their education. 

To discuss a bit of their activities, last year these children  took part in 
AIM for SEVA’s pioneering Art for Development Project that seeks to 
raise awareness of all human beings’ responsibility to environmental 
conservation through the creative medium of  painting.  The children 
demonstrated an amazing talent for art.  Interestingly, many of their 
paintings have been shortlisted for the production of the AIM for SEVA’s 
corporate greeting cards.  

AIM for SEVA goes beyond education.  It helps shape their destiny so that 
they grow up to become responsible member of their families, community 
and  the nation.  

A Typical Day in the Life of Students

They wake up at 5.30 AM and get ready for their morning Yoga session.  
That’s followed by a short prayer, then breakfast comprising of rice, 
chapattis and vegetables.  They  pack their lunch – also comprising 

chappatis, vegetables or rice.  As they return from school, they  can have 
tea with puffed rice or cookies.  They relax a little and head for some 
bhajans, followed by study and then full dinner.  Wait a minute.  It is not 
yet the time for them to sleep.  They have to study more before they are 
allowed to go to bed.  

Chakan Hostel’s Rising Star is Dame Wan Suchiang

He’s 13-year old and  tops his 7th grade class at the school.  Those who 
know him say Dame is  quiet and sincere and  one can see him invariably 
helping others at the Home.  “Whatever we teach, he (Dame) is able to grasp 
and is a very receptive boy,” says head of this Home, Chitprakashanand 
Saraswati. 

This boy wants to study science and why not.  He was an enthusiastic 
participant at the Art for Development workshop held at the home last 
year.  The Home has barely four years of its existence.  It is too short a time 
for any of the 25 kids to graduate from the school and  move on.



Goal: Establish 640 Hostels, one in each district of India. That 
will house approximately 320,000 young boys and girls and all 
of them would be studying in schools.

Total donated hostels globally: 99. Toronto Chapter 
donation: 20 (by far the largest globally)

Children sponsored by Toronto chapter: 723

Toronto highest donor in the world with $3-million raised so 
far and this number keeps on growing.  

Child Sponsorship is $500 (for one year) and it covers the cost 
of  education, food, clothing, medicine and lodging.

Educate to Empower Scholarships – 20 kids for 10 years – 
cost is $10,000 annually.  After tax deduction it comes to mere 
$6,000. Similarly 10 children for 10 years would be, after tax, 
mere $3,000 or $250 a month.  

Hostel Building – cost is $125,000.  After tax it is mere $75,000.  
It could be paid over 5 years, which works out to $15,000 a 
year (after tax).  

Mr. Rajiv Bahl
Co-Chair, Sponsorships, 
AIM for SEVA Canada
rajiv.bahl@rbccm.com

For Sponsorship Details, Contact
Mr. Arun Luthra

Secretary & Treasurer, AIM for SEVA Canada
sponsorship@aimforseva.ca

www.aimforseva.ca

Mr. Anil Chawla
Co-Chair, Sponsorships, 

AIM for SEVA Canada
anil.chawla@aimforseva.ca

The aim of AIM for SEVA is to educate children so they 
become financially independent.
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