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Human beings need to contribute something to transcend, to get beyond being just 
a survivor.  To transform into a contributor your entire psychology, that is, your way 
of thinking, your way of looking at the world, others and yourself, must undergo a 
change. This is a level when every person becomes significant to you. For this, you 
need to enjoy a certain depth within yourself, a certain strength or intensity with 
which you respond to the world and the entire environment - every plant, every 
tree, every organism. It is then that you become a true contributor. I consider that 
living begins when one contributes something that will bring about more joy, more 
happiness, more light and more freedom.  Something happens to a person when 
he or she can do something for someone else. It is not pride. It is something natural, 
an inner expansion that is an indication of growth because the essential nature of a 
human being is fullness, wholeness. This wholeness finds expression when you are 
able to help others you do not even know, except to know that they need help.

Message From 
Sheela Balaji

Dear Friends of AIM for SEVA,

Namaste.  It is an honour for all of us to serve 
in the organisation founded by Pujya Swamiji. 
For me, it’s a double delight to pen this note 
on the occasion of the 20th anniversary annual 
gala of AIM for SEVA Canada.

The Canada chapter of AIM for SEVA has 
fuelled a dream among many youngsters for 
over two decades now. AIM for SEVA Canada 
has extended support to 24 of our projects 
spanning the states of Andhra Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Tamil Nadu, Uttar Pradesh and Uttarakhand.

Thanks to your support, we are happy to share that our students continue to march ahead as 
evident from the recent success stories that we have received from the field. Kedar Dodwe from 
Madhya Pradesh is a shining example of how an educated man can bring about a change in his 
family, village and community. He recently campaigned in his village (Tiwadiya in Dewas district, 
Madhya Pradesh) urging everyone to take their Covid-19 vaccine. Today, 80% of the villagers from 
Tiwadiya have got their second shot. Similarly, many other young boys and girls have been able 
to complete their education and are now employed in reputable organisations. All this has been 
possible due to the consistent commitment shown by AIM for SEVA Canada.

I am also happy to share that our students are coming back to the Chatralayas and schools after 
18 long months. As of now, over 1,100 are safely back in their new homes. Covid-19 was a bad 
dream and now, the AIM for SEVA is welcoming back its students to where they belong.

I thank AIM for SEVA Canada led by Dr. Terry Papneja and his wife Nimmi Papneja for their 
continued support to our projects over the last 20 years. I hope under their dynamic leadership, 
the Canada team will continue with their good work.

Wishing good health and happiness to everyone.

Warm regards,

Sheela Balaji
Chairperson and Managing Trustee, AIM for SEVA, India

Our Founder
Swami Dayananda Saraswati (1930-2015)

“In the act of 
giving you grow, 
people grow 
and the country 
grows.” Swami Dayananda Saraswati

As we complete two decades of service we share the vision 
and mission behind the movement as explained by the 
founder himself.

Becoming a Contributor
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Message from Dr. Terry Papneja

Twentieth Anniversary Gala 
Building Dreams for Future Generations

Program

AIM for SEVA Anthem Video - Abby V

Master of Ceremony – Mr. Kasi Rao

Dance Performance - Sanskriti Arts

Welcome Address - Dr. Terry Papneja, Gala Chair

Guests of Honour - Mr. Pankaj Bajaj & Dr. Sangeeta Bajaj, 
Mr. Arun Garg & Mrs. Meenakshi Garg

Chief Guests – Dr. Surjit Dixit & Mrs. Gargi Dixit

Mrs. Sheela Balaji’s - Video Address

Distinguished Guests - Mr. Mike Lakhani & Mrs. Ila Lakhani

Dance Finale - Sanskriti Arts

Dinner

Raffle and Silent Auction Closing at 10:30 pm

Showcase Performance - UK Singers Rekha & Parry 
with R & B United Band

Dear AIM for SEVA Community,

The past 18 months have been a period of much anxiety and challenges 
for many, as the world deals with Covid-19.  I want to particularly thank 
all the health professionals and essential workers for their tremendous 
contribution and sacrifices during this emergency. AIM for SEVA 
continues to follow recommendations of health professionals and local authorities in our schools 
and hostels.

This year’s 20th Annual AIM for SEVA Fundraising Gala is a major milestone for us as it is now 
twenty years since our Toronto Chapter was established by late Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati.  
During this 20 year period our chapter has raised over $10 million, and we have sponsored 
accommodation and education for over 10,000 children who would otherwise have not had 
basic schooling.  In this milestone year, it behooves me to declare that the theme of this year, 
Building Dreams for Future Generations could not be possible without our generous donors 
and dedicated volunteers.  These individuals with compassionate hearts have devoted themselves 
to sustain and enhance the lives of disadvantaged children, because they wish to give them a 
better future. 

Donors from Toronto Chapter have sponsored 27 hostels that house between 10 and 50 
children at each location.  Last year, there were 560 children accommodated in our hostels.  
On average, it costs about $600 per child per year to operate these hostels. Operating costs 
for hostels are primarily covered by gracious donors who sponsor a child or groups of 5, 10, 20 
children per year. Their support builds the future of the children and their families, putting them 
on a trajectory that makes them productive for society. Donors have the satisfaction of knowing 
their support has improved long term living conditions of the children and their families.

Compared to having around 1,000 in-person attendees at our Gala pre-Covid, today we have 
reduced attendees to about 600 supporters as we respect health and safety reduced capacity 
guidelines.  We have hundreds of other supporters from across the globe watching this event 
virtually.  We expect that such simultaneous livestreaming of the Gala will be a standard feature 
from now on, an innovation due to the recent challenges!

On this 20th Anniversary of AIM for SEVA, Canada, we must celebrate our accomplishments.  It 
feels good to build futures by ensuring that some of the most disadvantaged children in the 
world get an education.  It feels good to bring joy to others!

May we continue to build dreams for future generations!

Dr. Terry Papneja,
President, AIM for SEVA (Canada)
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Dr. Surjit Dixit
Scientist

Surjit Dixit was born into a Tanjavur Marathi family and grew up in Chennai as well as in other cities 
in the east, west and north of India. Surjit completed his higher education at IIT Delhi, graduating 
with a PhD in Biological and Molecular Sciences. He is a scientist with interest in developing new 
technologies and therapeutics that have a positive impact on the lives of patients in need. Outside 
of India, Surjit has lived in France, USA and now in Canada since 2007. He lives in Vancouver with 
wife Gargi and two sons, Vishnugupt and Vishwanath; and their grandparents. Gargi was born in a 
Maharashtrian family growing up in Ahmedabad and loves her job as an early childhood educator 
outside of being a homemaker. We feel blessed to have grown up in the deep-rooted traditions 
of our culture. The divine knowledge shared by Pujya Swami Dayananda Saraswati is the epitome 
of Bharat’s tradition and here again we feel blessed to have been initiated to his teaching. We 
desire this knowledge and culture to be passed on to our future generations. We strongly feel 
AIM for Seva is a great medium to achieve this goal.

Twentieth Anniversary Gala 
Building Dreams for Future Generations

This Year’s Chief Guest

Sanskriti Arts
Toronto based dancer, choreographer and educator, 
Puja Amin established Sanskriti Arts in Toronto in 
2003, bringing together students with a passion for 
dance and the drive to explore their potential. Puja 
Amin & Sanskriti Arts received the Global Excellence 
Award 2019 for the Best Dance & Entertainment 
Studio in Canada, presented by Bollywood actor Madhuri Dixit. Puja also received the Kesri 
Youth Award in Canada for appreciation of making a difference in the lives of youth. She is a 
veteran of TV & film; an internationally renowned Bollywood, Folk and Kathak dance performer 
and educator; Owner and Director of Sanskriti Arts, Nritya Puja & Dance Diaries in Toronto and 
President of Bollycore! 

‘Sanskriti’ means ‘culture’. As the name suggests, the Sanskriti Arts Ensemble (SAE) exists to raise 
awareness of the various forms of South Asian dance and spread Indian culture and ethnicity 
through traditional and contemporary dance and music performances. Their Global initiative 
Dance Diaries promotes cross cultural exchange across borders. Legends like Saroj Khan, Pandit 
Birju Maharaj, Shampa Gopikrishna, Javed Jaaferi and more have performed alongside SAE 
through Dance Diaries. 

SAE is Canada’s premier dance company. Puja has worked with Bollywood’s premium personalities 
like Sanjay Leela Bhansali, Madhuri Dixit and Priyanka Chopra on filmsets, directorial campaigns, 
dance tours and concerts globally. Puja & SAE are invited to perform at local & international 
events. Media has featured SAE in the Toronto Star, Toronto Sun, City TV, CBC news, ATN among 
others. SAE always welcomes new diverse professionals to their team and teach dance to all ages 
at several studios in the GTA. For more details visit www.sanskritiarts.ca

The Evening’s Entertainment!
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Kasi Rao is a Managing Director of Fairfax Consulting Services 
India Ltd, a company focused on investment opportunities in 
India.  Most recently he was the President and Chief Executive 
Officer of the Canada-India Business Council. He has also 
served as the Vice President of the Asia Pacific Foundation of 
Canada (Toronto).  Over the last fifteen years he has served as a 
consultant and advisor to private and public sector organizations 
focussed on India.  His other work experiences have included 
Offices of the President and CEO in the public, broader public, 
and private sectors: BMO Financial Group, University of Toronto 
and Office of the Premier of Ontario.  He has an M.A. (Political 
Science) from the University of Toronto. Parry Mad

Vocal

This vocalist needs no introduction. The SA RE 
GA MA PA Challenge 2005 set him on a whirlwind 
path to a higher level. He made it to the final six 
of the competition. Far from the end, however, his 
departure from international television screens has 
been the onset of a rollercoaster of opportunities 
and enabled him to perform on stages the world 
over. More recently, performing in West End’s hit 
Musical, Bend It Like Beckham - The Musical, Mrs 
Kapoor’s Daughter’s Wedding and Bollywood 
Jackson - Musical Production.

Rekha
Vocal

Born to Indian Gujarati parents and brought up 
in Nairobi, Rekha has been surrounded by music 
from a very young age. Rekha’s love for singing 
began under the strong influence of her mother. 
Exploring both Western and Indian classical 
and light forms of music, she has spent the last 
fifteen years performing across the world on 
many prestigious platforms. She has also trained 
in semi-classical Indian music at Suresh Wadkar’s 
music school in Mumbai as well as participated in 
various musical workshops held by the BBC.

The Evening’s Entertainment!

Sahil Khan
Flute

Sahil Khan is a Bansuri & Shehnai artist from Canada, who has played for over 100 albums 
and performed with several acclaimed Bollywood artists over the last 25 years. Sahil has a 
prominent presence on YouTube with his individual flute covers reaching over 30 million views. 
His performances include working with prominent artists such as the fusion band Josh, Sreeram, 
NYK and electro fusion artist Karsh Kale.

The Evening’s MC Kasi Rao

The Evening’s Entertainment!

R&B UNITED 
Founded by renowned musician Asad Khan (Keyboardist & Music Producer), R & B United has been a 
popular South Asian Band in Canada for almost 20 years. It is one of the most versatile bands in Canada 
that can play all genres of South Asian music as well as Arabic, Latin, Pop, Rock & more. They’ve worked 
with some of the most talented local & international artists, performing in concerts & music festivals in 
Canada & abroad.
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Thinking Big and Climbing High
It is worth exploring how a kid from Kenya, East Africa became an admirable successful entrepreneur 
and a philanthropist in Canada. He is also an author of two books and a mountain climber. He 
lived in four continents and traveled to seven continents. When asked Mr. Mike Lakhani, how did 
you do all this? He said, “Thinking Big and not being afraid to climb high.” He referred to Barry 
Finlay’s quote, “Every mountain top is within reach if you just keep climbing.” 

After completing his high school in Kenya, Mike went to India for further education. After 
completing his undergraduate degree when he returned to Kenya, his father, being a rather 
conservative fellow, wanted him to join a bank. However, Mike was aiming something higher, and 
he convinced his father to let him go to England to do his Chartered Accountancy. Mike talks 
fondly about his financially toughest years while he was doing his articling in London with a CA 
firm. He was earning seven Pounds a week while his rent for a room was costing him 10 Pounds 
a week.

While in England, Mike was not 
just counting beans at the CA 
firm, he was also courting long 
distance his college sweetheart 
– Ila, who was still in India. After 
some persuasion, she finally 
agreed to marry Mike. Although 
in debt, Mike did not hold back 
in expressing his love to Ila. He 
purchased a two thousand dollar 
ring on a credit card to propose 
her. 

When asked why did he move to Canada? He referred to Wayne Gretzky’s famous quote, “I 
skate to where the puck is going, not where it has been.” Mike is not a hockey fan, but from a 
business perspective, he can relate to this. He thought, Canada would offer better professional 
opportunities, so they decided to move to Canada. 

Mike & Ila migrated to Montreal where Mike worked with an accounting firm but was forced to 
leave Montreal due to Bill 101, where all businesses were required to work in French. Mike moved 
to Mississauga and being ambitious, started a heater manufacturing business. Mike even went 
on to buy a competitor’s business, which led to a cash flow issue and Mike had to shutdown the 
business. Mike says this was a big lesson learnt, stick to what you know and what you are good at. 

Mike is a big believer in Wayne Gretzky’s other famous quote “You miss 100% of 
the shots you do not take.” 

After closing his heater business Mike had a short stint working with RBC, then went on to 

buy a Money Concept franchise. Within 1st year 
of owning the franchise, Mike became the #1 
office in the North America. However, the Money 
Concepts was too slow for Mike, so with his 
fellow franchisee they founded a new company, 
Investment Planning Counsel (IPC). This was still 
not enough, and Mike wanted to go big, so he did. 
He aligned his portion of the business, Investment 
& Tax Counsel (IT) with Assante. Mike’s division 
with Assante recently passed $3 Billion of client 
assets under management. 

As per industry standards, $3 Billion represents 
the higher end, with several likeminded advisors 
working together. During this time building his 
own team, Mike went on to specialize in servicing 
Dentists and he wrote two books, ‘Secrets of The 
Wealthy Dentist’ and his most recent one ‘The 
Financially Independent Dentist’. 

While scaling the capital marketing and helping his 
clients grow their wealth, Mike is also passionate 
about scaling mountains. He fondly talks about 
scaling Mt. Kilimanjaro, “Amazing experience 
when you are literally in the clouds in some 
places at above 15,000 feet.”

Mike also went on to scale Mt. Everest, Base 
Camp. The base camp is close to the same height 
as Kilimanjaro at 19,000.

Mike’s next adventure was a trip to Antarctica, 
in a boat with 80 people. He describes the trip 
having some rough part going through huge 
waves where the two Oceans meet. They almost 
made it to South Pole before turning back.

When we started talking about AIM for SEVA, Mike 
got excited and passionately talked about the girls 
school project in Khategaon and meeting Dr. Terry 
Papneja, introduced by Mike’s longtime friend, Dr. 
Subodh Kanani. After 4 years of operation with 
good results the school has 250 girls from grade 1 
to 12 with 80 of them living on the campus. With 
help from Shailesh Raja and his family for the 
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original school building and more recent generous help of $2 Million from Inder Sharma, the 
school has been modernized recently. 

Continuing with his philosophy of “Thinking Big”, he says “Our next mission is building an 
endowment fund of $6.5M in Canada managed by a Charitable Foundation. This fund will 
provide an income of $260,000 annually which will look after this school’s 300 girls attending for 
generations.” The contribution these underprivileged girls, after their education, will make to 
their families and society over the years will be absolutely amazing.  

Mike says anything he has ever been able to do has been mainly due to support of people 
around him, starting with his parents in the early days and his great team of people, with 
different strengths, as he built his various businesses along the way. He could not have 
attempted those mountain climbing adventures without his good friend, Arvind Karia.
 
Most of all it has been the long time support of his beloved wife Ila and their son, Raj, who 
he says is not only a great son but also his best friend on his journey. Reecha, Raj’s wife has 
added very special strengths and joy to the family and more than anything else, Mike adores his 
two grandchildren, Jayden and Jia and ensures he keeps aside special time with every Sunday 
afternoon. 

Mike says it is not about working towards a destination, it more about the journey, surrounded 
by the great family and friends along the way. 
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Corporate Sponsorship Committee

Arun Srivastava 
Member

Arun Srivastava is the CEO & President of Paystation Inc.  which is a 
pioneer in leading payment solution provider for financial institutions, 
credit unions, the Canadian government and businesses.  Arun has 
been the President of the Indo-Canada Chamber of Commerce (2016-
2017). 

Anoop Jairath
Member

Anoop Jairath is a Partner at KPMG Enterprise. KPMG Enterprise is 
a dedicated team of advisers providing assurance, tax & advisory 
services exclusively to entrepreneurs, family businesses, and emerging 
fast growing companies.  Anoop is skilled in business & operational 
innovation technology integration and change management.

Pankaj Bajaj
Member

Pankaj Bajaj is the President of Dufferin Gate Studios. He is involved in 
the dental, telehealth and IT startups sectors. He has been in Global 
Business development for over 20 years. His true passion is education, 
is an avid vocational mentor and guidance counsellor for young adults 
in the local community. 

Anil Chawla
Co-Chair

Anil recently retired as a tax partner from Deloitte after 33 years of 
service. Anil specialized in Life Science and Manufacturing sectors. He 
led Deloitte’s GTA Scientific Research and Experimental Development 
(SR&ED) and Government Incentive tax practice. Anil was also the 
national leader of Deloitte’s India Services Group.

Hiten Makim
Co-Chair

Hiten Makim, is a senior finance executive, and the former CFO of 
MDA Corporation. He has recently retired to spend more time with 
his family. He continues to be active in helping local charities with 
governance and fundraising activities.

Atul Chandra
Member

Atul is EVP & Chief Financial Officer of HomeEquity Bank and has 
extensive experience in the Canadian financial services industry. He 
has served on several Boards, including as a Director on the Boards 
of Scarborough Hospital, Joseph Brant Hospital and Oakville Hydro 
Corporation.

Rajiv Bahl
Member

Rajiv Bahl is a Senior Partner, Financial Services Private Equity at 
Novacap Inc. Rajiv has over 26 years of experience including 20 years in 
the Canadian Capital Markets and 7 years in audit and accounting with 
Ernest & Young. He is a MBA from Richard Ivey School of Business at the 
University of Western Ontario and a Chartered Accountant from India.

Corporate Sponsorship Committee

Corporate Sponsorship Support Team

Rachna Goel | Dr. Tripti Papneja  | Deepti Arora
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Shalini Chandra
Gala Co-Chair

As a compassionate person who enjoys spending time with children, 
Shalini has an intimate connection with the mission and vision of 
AIM for SEVA. She brings empathy to her interactions with everyone 
and people are attracted to her genuine interest in helping others. 
After moving to Canada to pursue her Computer Science degree at 
University of Toronto, she worked for more than a decade at CIBC, 
rising through the ranks of their Information Technology team. 
Always passionate about helping those less fortunate, she is actively involved in contributing to 
the organization of charitable events for AIM for SEVA and Trillium Hospital Foundation.

Young Professionals Committee
Young Professionals Committee (“YPC”) is the arm of AIM for SEVA Canada (“AIM”) that  provides an 
opportunity for young professionals from all walks of life to get involved with varied aspects of AIM’s 
charitable efforts. 

They proudly raise awareness, organize fundraising events, secure sponsors and increase membership 
of AIM. Young professionals come forward to serve on YPC because they align with AIM’s vision of 
transforming lives, societies, nations and the world through education. They realize that they would not 
be what they are today had it not been for the education that they received as children. 

Education provides empowerment and is the only way to break out of the vicious circle of poverty. 
Their mission is to  “Empower through Education’’. Driven by this belief, their deep sense of empathy 
and desire to give back to the underprivileged children in India, young professionals work tirelessly to 
organize and support events such as Mix & Mingle, Maharaja Golf, Walkathon and Annual Gala, which 
are not only entertaining but also instrumental in raising awareness and donations.  YPC also provides 
young professionals a platform for connecting with their roots, culture and values. Thanks to the visionary 
leadership of Dr. Terry and Nimmi Papneja, YPC members leverage their professional experiences and 
work collaboratively in small teams to deliver interesting and meaningful programs and events.  

We invite you to be a part of this incredibly dynamic team.

Rachna Goel
Gala Co-Chair

Rachna is a seasoned project manager with significant experience 
in the pharmaceutical and healthcare industry. Her leadership 
style is collaborative and she inspires others through mentoring, 
open communication and clear objectives. Rachna is passionate 
about the AIM for SEVA organization.

Silent Auction Committee

Sapna Mehta
Co-Chair

For Sapna, volunteering is a way of life. Her goal is to inspire others 
to give back in any way they can; not because they must, but because 
they want to. Her involvement with AIM for SEVA started when her 
own children started fundraising to send underprivileged children 
to school.  Sapna has been actively involved with AIM for SEVA 
for 11 years and has Co-Chaired the Silent Auction Committee for 

the past 6 years. She genuinely believes that providing an education is the only way we can truly 
break the cycle of poverty and make a positive difference in a child’s life.

Nisha Papneja
Co-Chair

Growing up in a small city in India, Nisha witnessed the impact of 
poverty on children. AIM for SEVA provided an opportunity for her 
to help impoverished children get an education. She has been a 
strong supporter of the cause since its inception, first as a youth 
volunteer to being involved at the organizational level as a Young 
Professional Committee member and now as this year’s Co-Chair 

of the Silent Auction Committee. She brings years of experience in IT and project management. 
She currently works as a solution consultant providing her support and expertise to many 
international companies. 

Team Members

Anu Srivastava
Arti Shah
Bela Tak
Beshie Dunraj
Bindu Anand
Garima Khanna
Harsha Shah
Ila Lakhani
Nimmi Papneja

Nita Shastri
Pankaj Bajaj
Pinki Luthra
Preet Chawla
Priya Ghai-Chauhan
Puja Amin
Punita Bansal
Rachna Goel
Raj Lakhani

Rekha Khanna
Rupi Tandon
Sangeeta Bajaj
Shaili Gehani
Shalini Chandra
Sukhi Ghai
Shusmita Sharma
Veena Narang
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Team Members

Alka Singh 
Amit Goel
Anju Chandan
Aruna Sharma
Babita Bhasin
Bhairavi Shankar
Craig D’Souza
Ella Karia

Ganesh Subramanian
Hemen Modi
Meetu Mahendra
Netee Papneja
Nisha Papneja
Pankaj Bajaj
Poonam Chande

Prerna Baweja
Purti Papneja
Reecha Lakhani
Sanjeev Goel
Sapna Mehta
Seema Mehta
Shaila Patodia

Shalini Modi
Shaili Gehani
Sonal Makim
Sourbh Baweja
Shusmita Sharma
Swati Khanna
Vinay Verma

Young Professionals Committee

Dr. Tripti Papneja
Gala Fundraising Co-Chair

After visiting AIM for SEVA’s hostel in Indore, India at age 24, Tripti 
witnessed the huge impact of the organization in the lives of poor 
children from rural India. These children at the hostel showed grit, 
gratitude and discipline and motivated Tripti to start volunteering 
and donating to Aim for Seva. After completing her fellowship in 
Rheumatology at the University of Alberta in 2011, Tripti has been 
practising rheumatology in her Brampton community practice as well as at Brampton Civic 
Hospital. She is a clinician teacher at the University of Toronto and is involved in undergraduate 
medical education as well. A graduate of McMaster’s Internal Medicine residency program and 
the University of Toronto Medical School, she continues to be actively involved in clinical trials 
and studies related to inflammatory arthritis.

Dr. Sangeeta Bajaj 
Child Sponsorship Lead

Dr. Sangeeta Bajaj is Chief of Rheumatology at William Osler Health 
System and has been in community practice in Brampton for more 
than 20 years. She has been an active member of AIM for SEVA for 
more than 6 years, volunteering for events such as the annual gala, 
Mississauga Walkathon and the golf tournament. More recently, she 
has joined Baal Vidya and is a volunteer teacher of the Vedic Heritage 
Programme for children. She sits on the Board of Governors for the youth homeless shelter Our 
Place Peel. For Sangeeta, empowering children is crucial to ensuring a better brighter future for 
humanity. 

Puja Amin
Child Sponsorship Lead

The secret to living is giving. Puja believes education is the best gift 
one can give, because it will last through generations. You educate 
a child, you help a family. Promoting culture, teaching dance and 
building a caring community is Puja’s drive for her Philanthropy. She 
was a supporter of AIM for SEVA for years until she joined the core 
committee in 2020 to pioneer the Virtual Movathon 2020. Toronto 
Based entrepreneur, is a veteran of TV & film; and an international performer and educator. Puja 
brings her experience in event management & entertainment to AIM for SEVA fundraising initiatives. 
She is the Winner of the Global Excellence Award 2019 for the Best Dance & Entertainment Studio 
in Canada.

Jyoti Gupta 
Social Media Lead

With 2 young kids of my own, I value the importance of education in 
framing a child’s future and making them independent. I have been 
supporting AIM for SEVA for the last 6 years and in my current role, I 
leverage Social Media Platforms to reach audiences around the world 
to raise awareness of this worthy cause. My motto: why reach one 
person at a time when you can reach everyone around the world 
through social media! 

Ronish Pahwa
Audio-Visual Consultant

Ronish has been with AIM for SEVA Toronto since its inception, serving 
as the audio-visual consultant for the Annual Gala. His passion for 
the movement continues to grow, inspired by the generosity of his 
fellow community members and the movement’s philosophy. Ronish 
is working  as a product management leader within a Toronto-based 
payments start-up. He admires and is grateful for his fellow Volunteer 
Team members, who selflessly spend countless hours organizing AIM for SEVA fundraising 
programs.

Punita Bansal 
Golf Team Lead

Punita and her family have been sponsoring children and involved 
with AIM for SEVA since 2003.  Growing up with values of “Seva” and 
“daan” (charity), the charity’s goal of reducing poverty by supporting 
the education of children in rural India resonated with Punita. In her 
professional life, Punita is an accredited Certified Financial Planner 
and investment specialist at a major bank. 



AIM FOR SEVA | CANADA | 20TH ANNUAL GALA | NOVEMBER 12 | 2021 23

Team Members

Aarye Chandra
Aman Patodia
Anka Dhillon
Anya Dhillon
Devin Chauhan
Diya Gupta
Jiya Mooljee

Keshav Sharma
Meghan Badiani
Neha Patel
Nikhil Karia
Raiya Arya
Rayan Badiani
Reshay Kanani

Ricky Gupta
Sahil Mehta
Sanam Goel
Shiv Mahendra
Shreya Kanani
Vivaan Amin
Yash Khandelwal

Youth Committee
The AIM for SEVA Youth Committee is a non-profit organization that strives to provide quality 
education and residence to children residing in less affluent areas in India. Through initiatives 
such as the backpack project and promotional content for the Movathon, the AIM for SEVA Youth 
committee has procured donation funds as well as advocated for communities in India to support 
the cause. The Backpack Project provides backpacks full of school supplies to youth in India who 
do not have access to them. The 2021/2022 Youth Committee will be organized and facilitated by 
our Co-Chairs, Gurisha Sahni, Karina Babber and Sonali Mehta. With the end of the Pandemic on 
the horizon, it has been a trying experience to regain normalcy, especially for the AIM for SEVA 
hostels. As such, we are more committed than ever to provide donations and create a brighter 
future for all.

Comfort Drive
The comfort drive is a novel initiative for the Youth Committeein 2021/2022. Through this initiative, 
we intend to procure donations in the form of bedding such as pillows, comforters, and sheets. 
This year, we endeavour to support 100 children with the gift of comfort and security. If you would 
like to get involved, please contact us through our Instagram page (@aimforsevayouth), or via 
email at (aimforsevayouth@gmail.com).

Gurisha Sahni 
Team Leader

Sonali Mehta
Team Leader

Karina Babber
Team Leader

AIM for SEVA McMaster University Chapter 
The AIM for SEVA McMaster University chapter was started between 
four passionate students who wanted to teach others about educational 
equity. The club has now grown to 36 members and hosted multiple 
public events, including “SEVA Speaks”, a weekly online speaker series 
which featured four guests: Chris Cummins - a six-time Tedx speaker, 
Bally Rakkar- a mindfulness coach, Stay Woke - a youth-run initiative, 
and Nimmi Papneja - a founding committee member of the AIM for SEVA 
Toronto chapter. SEVA Speaks consisted of self-reflection activities and 
group discussions that brought a diverse group of students and adults 
together to inspire positive change and raise funds.

Despite an online semester, the chapter was able to partner with other clubs to host a virtual Jeopardy 
Night with “AIM for SEVA” - themed quiz questions, and an Instagram campaign called “A Morning Cup 
of Positivi-TEA” which showcased AIM for SEVA success stories and uplifting news stories in the media 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The AIM for SEVA McMaster University Chapter has successfully raised funds and awareness with local 
youth and is driven to continue making a substantial impact on the lives of students both at McMaster 
and abroad. Follow them on Instagram and Facebook (@AIMforsevamcmaster) to stay up to date with 
events and news!

The Executive Team: Co-Presidents – Esha Karia and Swati Anant | VPs of Promotions and 
Student Engagement – Amrit Marwaha and Anushka Hasija | VP of Finance – Daniel D’Souza 
| VP of Internal Relations – Eesha Srivastava | VP of Events – Amy Paul | VP of Fundraising – 
Karishma Mehta

AIM for SEVA Western University Chapter
The upcoming AIM to Educate Western’s Peer Leadership Program 
pairs Canadian University students with students from AIM for SEVA 
hostels in India to meet virtually on a bi-weekly basis. This enriching 
opportunity allows India students to improve their comfort in speaking 
English while learning more about Canadian culture. Our goal is for 
students to complete the program with long-lasting relationships that 
will carry forward into their bright futures. We hope to further educate and empower youth through 
various initiatives by partnering with schools in the local community. 

The Executive Team: Co-Presidents - Deesha Patel and Foram Naik | VP of Events - Shayna 
Mooljee | VP of Finance - Aarye Chandra
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Hostel Donors 2021

6 years ago, Pankaj and Sangeeta were invited as guests to an Aim for Seva Gala. They were 
seated at the Papneja Family table and had a wonderful time meeting all the supporters and 
learning about the charity. Sangeeta clearly recalls being so impressed that she whispered to 
Pankaj at the end of the night, “I hope one day we can also sponsor a hostel!” 

Pankaj had the fortune to visit an Aim for Seva Hostel in Ghaziabad, UP in 2018 which has 40 
children in the residence. Seeing the 
hostel was humbling. Pankaj spoke 
to them in Hindi but the children all 
proudly replied in English.  At the 
end of his visit, he asked them one 
question.  “What do you want to 
be?” They all got up and one said, 
“Engineer”, another said, “Teacher”, 
and another, “Doctor”.  Each child 
had a dream to get somewhere in 
life. That is the dream we are giving 
through the donations we make, and 
its impact will be seen for many years 
to come.

Apart from Aim for Seva, other charities for which the couple have carved out time to help include 
the William Osler Health System and several food banks. Sangeeta is a volunteer teacher as well 
as President of the Board of Governors for Baal Vidya by Arsha Vidya Ontario. She is on the Board 
of Governors for Our Place Peel, a homeless shelter for youth in Mississauga.

On the professional side, Pankaj manages Dufferin Gate Studios as well as several other business 
ventures. Sangeeta is a Rheumatologist at William Osler Health System and has been in community 
practice for over 20 years. 

They have 2 children: Nikhil, who completed his Computer Engineering Degree at University of 
Waterloo, is working currently as a Software Developer at SOTI, and Alisha, who is in the Finance 
and Risk Management Program at University of Waterloo.  As a family, they love to travel, spoil 
their puppy Bumi, and enjoy good food!

If the seva that they perform is an expression of happiness, then that happiness stems from being 
surrounded by a loving supportive family including Pankaj’s parents (Satya Pal and Santosh Bajaj), 
Sangeeta’s parents (Kuldeep and Prabha Chandra) and amazing siblings Rachna, Arpana, and 
Divya with their respective families. 

Arun and Meenakshi Garg immigrated to Canada from India in the 1980’s. Arun is a Chartered 
Professional Accountant and has a Master’s in Management Science. Arun has experience within 
the Public and Private sectors, including working for The Auditor General of Ontario and public 
accounting firms such as KPMG and Price Waterhouse, both in Canada and abroad. Arun currently 
practices as a CPA independently and is involved in various business ventures.  Meenakshi has a 
Ph.D. in immunology and over 25 years of experience within vaccine manufacturing; for several years 
she worked for Sanofi Pasteur, one of 
the largest vaccine manufacturers in 
Toronto and is now an independent 
consultant within the biotechnology 
and pharma industry. Arun and 
Meenakshi are the proud parents 
of three daughters and son in law, 
Manavi, Sachin, Mahima and Mitali, 
and their puppy Enzo. 

Our Inspiration: 
Our passion for supporting AIM for 
SEVA’s mission is deeply rooted in 
our own families back home in India. 
Despite financial struggles and challenges along the way, our respective parents never lost sight of 
their primary objective to ensure we and our siblings were able to pursue higher education. We are 
so very grateful to them for doing so. We would not be writing this message had they not provided 
the foundation needed to not only complete our education with great respect for our schools and 
teachers but gain a love for learning along the way. Following in their footsteps, we have always 
aimed to support our children’s educational endeavors which have led them to their different career 
paths, and hope they continue to carry forward and share the immense value of education in their 
own lives ahead. 

Three years ago, when we met Terry Ji and Nimmi Ji, we were inspired to donate a hostel in India, a 
place which will always be home for the underprivileged children and where the AIM for SEVA team 
continues to do incredible work to bridge socioeconomic gaps within developing communities. 

With this donation, we hope that many of India’s brightest future leaders can pursue their academic 
goals within a nurturing environment conducive to growth, and ultimately feel limitless in achieving 
their dreams. We would like to dedicate this hostel to our beloved fathers Late Hon. Justice Shri P.K. 
Jain and Shri R.C. Garg. Thank you AIM for SEVA for this great opportunity. 

Pankaj and Sangeeta Bajaj
Hostel Donors 2021
Arun and Meenakshi Garg
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22 grandchildren of Papneja Family donated a hostel to 
honour their grandmother, the Late Krishna Rani Papneja 
(children belong to Papneja, Chakerwarti, Khanna, Nigam, 
Mithia and Jain families) in Kareli (MP).

Mrs. Satya and Mr. Sham Arora donated the Sadanand 
Hostel in Chakan (MH) in memory of their loving parents.

Mrs. Harsha and Mr. Anil Shah donated a hostel in 
Dhandhuka, (GJ).

Dr. Terry and Mrs. Nimmi Papneja donated hostel in 
memory of their uncle, Mr. B.R. Papneja - Jabalpur (MP).

Mrs. Vijaya and Mr. Anand Jain donated a hostel in 
Vrindavan (UP).

Dr. Asha & Mr. Arun Seth with their family donated a 
hostel in Lucknow (UP).

THREE ANONYMOUS DONORS
Hostel & School Locations

Khategaon (MP) | Haridwar (UK) | Ghaziabad (UP)

Sincere Thanks To Our Hostel Donors

Mrs. and Mr. Srini Gollapudi donated a hostel in 
Vetapalem (AP).

Dr. Jaya and the Late Mr. Vasu Chanchlani donated a hostel 
in Hoshangabad (MP).

Mrs. Neelam and Mr. Arun Kapoor and family donated a 
hostel in Karnaprayag (UK).

Mrs. Rani and the Late Mr. Ramesh Gupta donated a 
hostel in Nemavar (MP).

The Shankar Family donated a hostel in Thippanampettai 
(TN).

Dr. Naresh and Mrs. Kawaljeet Sharma donated a hostel in 
Indore (MP).

Mrs. Mina and Mr. Shailesh Raja donated a high school 
building in Khategaon (MP).

Dr. Rakesh Bhandari donated a hostel in Dhar (MP).
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The Late Mrs. Padma Kapoor donated a hostel in memory 
of her spouse, Bhagwan Dass Kapoor - Polur (TN).

Mrs. Ila and Mr. Mike Lakhani donated a hostel in 
Khategaon (MP).

Dr. Subodh & Mrs. Anita Kanani donated a hostel  in 
memory of both their fathers(Dahyalal Gopalji Kanani and 
Shantilal Hirji Nathwani) - Amreli (GJ).

Mrs. Arti and Mr. Sam Patel donated hostel in Rajkot 
district (GJ).

Mr. Kishore and Mrs. Sudha Kotecha donated a hostel in 
memory of their daughter Sonal in Bhanpuri (CG).

Mrs. Anu and Mr. Arun Srivastava donated a hostel in honour 
of their father Mr. Raj Nigam at Unnao, Lucknow (UP).

Anonymous +
Climb 2 Educate, 

Gera & Nirula
Hostel Donor, Katni (MP)

Mrs. Avni and Mr. Deepak 
Ruparell donated a hostel in 

Kheroj (GJ)

Mrs. Nalini and Mr. Kamal Paul (on left) & Mrs. Martina and Mr. Ben Ignagni (on right) have jointly donated a hostel, the 
location of which will be decided soon.

Mrs. Rani Gupta donated Nemavar Activity Centre. Mr. Robin Singh donated a hostel in memory of his 
daughter Deepa Singh in Sawantwadi (MH).

Having a party? Celebrate your birthday, anniversary, graduation or any other special day 
with AIM for SEVA. If you are looking for a meaningful way to incorporate giving into a special 
occasion, ‘Celebrate To Educate’ is a great opportunity. Instead of a present, your guests can 
make a donation to AIM for SEVA. This donation will be used towards expenses of a child’s 
education. 

Celebrate To Educate
www.aimforseva.ca

Sincere Thanks To Our Hostel Donors Sincere Thanks To Our Hostel Donors
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Our Hostel Donors
Anonymous Donor Ghaziabad (UP)

Anonymous Donor Haridwar (UK)

Anonymous Donor Khategaon (MP)

The Late Mrs. Padma Kapoor Tiruvanamali (TN)

Grandchildren of Mrs. Krishna Rani Papneja Kareli (MP)

Dr. Naresh and Mrs. Kawaljeet Sharma Indore (MP)

Dr. Jaya and the Late Mr. Vasu Chanchlani Hoshangabad (MP)

Dr. Subodh and Mrs. Amita Kanani Amreli (GJ)

Mr. Arun and Mrs. Neelam Kapoor and family Karanprayag (UK)

Dr. Terry and Mrs. Nimmi Papneja Jabalpur (MP)

Dr. Narendra Singh Sawantwadi (MH)

Mr. Sham and Mrs. Satya Arora and family Chakan (MH)

Mr. Deepak and Mrs. Avni Ruparell + Anonymous Kheroj (GJ)

Mr. Mike and Mrs. Ila Lakhani Khategaon (MP)

Anonymous Donor + Climb 2 Educate, Gera and Nirula Katni (MP)

Dr. Rakesh Bhandari (donated hostel directly in India) Dhar (MP)

Mr. Arun and Dr. Asha Seth Lucknow (UP)

Mrs. Rani and the late Mr. Ramesh Gupta Nemavar (MP)

Mr. Shailesh and Mrs. Arti Patel Rajkot District (GJ)

Mr. Shailesh and Mrs. Meena Raja (High School Building) Khategaon (MP)

Mr. Shankar, the Late Mrs. Sukanya Shankar and Bhairavi Shankar Tippanampettai (TN)

Mr. Arun and Mrs. Anu Srivastava Lucknow (UP)

Mr. Anil and Mrs. Harsha Shah Dhandhuka (GJ)

Mr. Anand and Mrs. Vijaya Jain Vrindavan (UP)

Mr. Srini Gollapudi Vetapalem (AP)

Mr. Kishore and Mrs. Sudha Kotecha Bhanpuri (CT)

Mr. Kamal and Mrs. Nalini Paul and Mr. Ben and Mrs.Martina Ignagni Joint Hostel - Location 
To Be Decided

$2 Million donated by Mr. Inder Sharma and Mrs. Rupi Tandon for school and hostel campus 
development with teachers residence. Endowment Fund $500,000 donated by Mr. Mike 
and Mrs. Ila Lakhani for school in Khategaon (MP). Endowment Fund $150,000 pledged by 
Anonymous Donor.

Mr. Inder Sharma’s 90th birthday was celebrated by the students and staff 
members of the Inder & Prabha Sharma Girls School, Khategaon, Madhya 
Pradesh, on 22nd February 2021 on the school premises. 

The Inder & Prabha Sharma Girls School, a unit of AIM for SEVA was established in 2009. The 
school began with 80 students and offers Grade 1 to 8. Today, the school is a high secondary 
educational institution, and has classes from Lower Kindergarten to Grade 12. The girls come 
from 56 villages in 14 districts. 

The school campus is spread over 4 acres, with 15 classrooms, a computer lab, a 
science lab, a library, and a playground. Classrooms are well ventilated, spacious and 
equipped with comfortable furniture that help create the right atmosphere for the 
children to learn. The provision of two school buses and a van help in transportation 
for the students.

For Mr. Inder Sharma’s Birthday, the school students and staff sang a beautiful song and prayed 
for his long life, health and well being.

AIM for SEVA thanks you for your ongoing support and generosity for the 
donation of $2 Million for Khategaon school and hostel campus development.

Birthday Celebration for Mr. Inder Sharma
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AIM for SEVA is proud to announce that a new record has been set for both the number of 
participants involved in our annual Movathon event and for the money raised through a virtual 
platform for the first time. 

We virtually exercised with a purpose and our fundraising efforts have raised over 
$50,000 – enough to support PPE for 4,000 kids in AIM For SEVA hostels. 

The FREE to attend event on a virtual platform brought our AIM supporters and Global community 
together, allowing people to participate from the comfort of their homes. On Sunday, May 30, 
2021, over 500 people experienced the joy of giving while participating in a BollyCORE! session 
followed by an engaging scavenger hunt. 

After the welcome note by founder Dr. Terry Papneja, we inaugurated the event with a classical 
rendition AIM Anthem by the talented Hemantji Panwar and family. With the help of our dazzling 
Emcee Jyoti we kicked off an energetic BollyCORE! session with Puja Amin where young and old 
had a chance to shake a leg to inspiring tunes. Pankaj & Sangeeta Bajaj encouraged the donations 
to keep coming through a call for cash and an immediate recognition for donors. Amazon gift 
cards sponsored by Sapna Mehta were awarded to the top three fundraisers of the day. The 
highest amount of $9,150 was raised by Sahil & Sonali! Vivaan & Aahana raised $8,425, and 
Sonali, Sanam, Nikhil & Anisha raised $4,251. Attendees had the opportunity to participate in an 
online Scavenger hunt and enthusiastic families won amazon gift cards as prizes!

The Movathon 2021 was organized by a group of passionate AIM for SEVA volunteers with Puja 
Amin & Sapna Mehta as co-chairs. “We greatly appreciate the enthusiasm expressed by all of 
our donors and participants” said Puja & Sapna. We especially thank our generous sponsors for 
making this event possible and for their commitment to AIM for SEVA. Those interested in the 
Walkathon next year can participate on May 29, 2022. Rain or shine we will WALK to Educate.

AIM for SEVA Annual Movathon
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Maharaja’s Golf Classic / Golf To Educate
On August 22nd, 2021, AIM for SEVA’s 12th annual golf event, the Maharaja’s Golf Classic, took 
place at the Glen Abbey Golf and Country Club. It was a perfect summer day to golf for a great 
cause. Spirits were high and jovial, and it was a great day to catch up with friends and colleagues! 
This tournament is designed for both the casual and advanced golfers and the tremendous 
success of the event is attributed to the tireless work from all of our volunteers, event sponsors 
and of course, the enthusiastic support of our golfers; THANK YOU. 

This year we raised over $90,000 dollars net of all expenses from the event; which 
will go directly towards supporting our hostels in India, providing students with the 
resources they need to live a healthy and happy life. 

We would also like to thank Ray Khanna, Dr. Sam Patel, Shawn Anand, Rohit Bansal, Arun Luthra, 
Anil Chawla, Raj Lakhani, and Dr. Terry Papneja who put an immense amount of work into this 
event to make it such a success. We look forward to your support again in  2022 at our 13th 
Annual Maharaja Charity Golf Classic. Stay tuned for future events. 

Ray Khanna
Founder & Co-Chair

Kingsway Investments is a mortgage brokerage 
that has been providing customers with 
innovative mortgage financing for years. As 
the President, owner and Certified Professional 
Mortgage Broker with 25 plus years in the 
industry, Mr. Ray Khanna is highly regarded and 
sought after in  Hamilton and the surrounding 
areas. He provides solid, sound advice 
to  those in need of financial solutions. His 
areas of expertise in residential,  commercial, 
construction and private mortgages provide 
his clients with  assurance that their needs will 
be met to their satisfaction.

Dr. Sam Patel
Co-Chair

 
Dr. Patel is the owner of Lakeshore West 
Dental Office located in South Etobicoke. He 
graduated with distinction from HonBSc, MSc, 
and the DDS programmes from the University 
of Toronto.  He has published several articles 
in environmental microbiology, protein 
synthesis, and dental microbiology. Currently 
he also maintains a part-time clinical instructor 
position at the University of Toronto. Dr. 
Patel would like to congratulate Aim for SEVA 
Canada for its tremendous success in helping 
educate the underprivileged children of India.   

THEIR EFFORTS ARE 
EDUCATING 150 CHILDREN

2021 Maharaja’s Golf Classic

GOLF COMMITTEE

Ray Khanna | Dr. Sam Patel 
Shawn Anand | Arun Luthra
Rohit Bansal | Raj Lakhani
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Inspiration
Mr. Bai Fanglie came out of retirement at the age of 
75 to do the back-breaking work of pulling a rickshaw. 
He shouldered this burden in order to help pay for 
underprivileged children to go to school. He wore 
second-hand clothes and ate simple food so that 
he could pay the school fees of as many children 
as possible. Over the next 15 years, he paid for the 
education of over 300 poor children, all so that they 
could have a better life.

If a 90-year-old can help 300 children get 
their education by doing the grueling job of 
pulling a rickshaw, imagine what someone 
living a luxurious life like you or I could do. Let me show you how you can 
support over 1000 children without having to do any such demanding work. 

Your Family Foundation
Obviously, there are several different ways to support a charity of your choice. However, there is 
an approach that has not been explored by many of us: setting up your own tax-efficient 
family foundation. Using a family foundation, we can follow in the footsteps of many legendary 
philanthropists who do charity work while redirecting their taxes. Such a foundation would 
maintain and grow your donated capital for over twenty years. This is exactly what the 
Sharma family did.

The Sharma Family Foundation*
The Sharma family had donated a hostel to AIM for SEVA. The student hostel housed fifty children 
while they completed their studies. After looking at the annual costs of operating this hostel, the 
Sharma family investigated other ways to do even more for these children. They wanted to create 
an efficient and sustainable way to help AIM for SEVA look after the annual costs of all the fifty 
children in their hostel.

The Sharma family found that the annual cost of looking after the fifty children in their hostel was 
around $30,000. They realized that they could set up a family foundation in order to utilize its 
lower regulatory and compliance fees. In addition, investments in a donor-advised fund would 
be a great way to build funds, and the annual return from funds would help provide for 
the students in their hostel.

A $200,000 annual donation would provide them with $120,000 of tax credit. So, their annual 
cost for a $200,000 donation would only be $80,000: they would be able to create $1,000,000 
in funds over 5 years, with the total cost of only $400,000. 

 � They can count on a 7% annual return on their investments through donor-advised funds. 
They would be able to distribute 4% towards the annual cost of supporting the children 
in their hostel.

 � These would be sufficient funds to support 50 children annually for 20 years. 

 � Even after meeting all the needs of the children, the principal amount in their foundation 
would grow significantly over the years. 

 � They have even further comfort in knowing that the principal amount in the foundation 
would stay in Canada while the annual donation would go to their hostel through AIM for 
SEVA.   

After discovering all this, the Sharma family decided to set up a family foundation and send all 
future proceeds to their hostel. They are leaving a lasting legacy by looking after the needs of all 
50 children annually. Over 20 years they will be able to support 1,000 underprivileged children as 
they complete their education.

If you feel the same compassion towards 
underprivileged children as Mr. Fanglie or the 
Sharma family and want to make an impact, 
a family foundation could help you leave a 
lasting legacy.

Donor Recognition
 � Stone plaque outside hostel of your choice. 

 �One table of 10 guests at Annual Gala. 

 �Half page message in Annual Gala Book 1st Year. 

 �Donor names and photo published every year in 
Annual Gala Booklet.

Invest. Donate. Educate.
LEAVE A LASTING LEGACY

*Sharma Family Foundation is only an example, to illustrate how you can help.
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AIM for SEVA - Breaking Barriers to Education

Donate to build a student home/hostel

Help build a home for 1000 children

$370,000 (after tax: $204,000)
100 Children Hostel

$290,000 (after tax: $160,000)
50 Children Hostel

•  Kindergarten to Grade 12 campus

•  Stone plaque outside hostel

•  Multiple families can join in donation

•  You can pay in installments for 5 years

• Hostel building will be part of school campus

Your donation will help & support 50 or 100 children every year till they complete 
10 years of school education. The hostel will be home to 500 to 1000 children in 
100 years, the expected life of the building!

Leave A Legacy
Twenty Ten Scholarship $120,000. 
Sponsor 20 children for 10 years.

$12,000/Year

Donor Recognition: Scholarship named after you or your loved one. Stone plaque outside 
hostel of your choice. One table of 10 guests at Annual Gala. Half page message in Annual 
Gala Booklet in 1st Year. Donor names and photo published every year in Annual Gala 
Booklet.

Ten Ten Scholarship $60,000. 
Sponsor 10 children for 10 years.

$6,000/Year

Donor Recognition: Scholarship named after you or your loved one. One table of 10 guests 
at Annual Gala. Half page message in Annual Gala Booklet in 1st Year. Donor names and 
photo published every year in Annual Gala Booklet.

Five Ten Scholarship $30,000. 
Sponsor 5 children for 10 years.

$3,000/Year

Donor Recognition: Scholarship named after you or your loved one. A table of 4 guests at 
Annual Gala. Donor names and photo published every year in Annual Gala Booklet

Educate & Empower Scholarship
Sponsor 20, 10 or 5 Children for 10 Years
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Bindu & Sutikshan Anand
“From the first time we heard of AIM for SEVA, 
its mission to educate underprivileged children 
resonated with our family very strongly, and 
for that reason, we have been actively involved 
with it almost from the inception of the Toronto 
chapter. It is the perfect cause to which we 
want to commit our time, energy and financial 
resources. A child without an education is like a 
bird without wings. We want to be a part of this movement that aims to give children wings to fly, 
to soar, to succeed. With them, all humanity will rise to new heights.”

Mala & Arun Menawat
Mala and Arun began by sponsoring one 
child in India and gradually started to help 
more people who had fallen on difficult times 
through no fault of their own. Over the years, 
their professional careers blessed them with 
entrepreneurial success. This gave them an 
opportunity to create their own charitable 
foundation which supports hospitals in North America. In India, they are helping the elderly who 
are developing blindness, and helping underprivileged children get an education. Today, they are 
content in the knowledge that they are contributing to a larger purpose and are proud to be a 
part of AIM for SEVA. 

20/10 Scholarship Donors
Mamta & Rakesh Vijay
“Education becomes a powerful tool in 
helping society progress forward and helping 
underserved communities keep up with a 
dynamic and everchanging society. Education is 
a fundamental driver in social development and 
reducing gender inequality. Global education 
should be deemed a right as opposed to a 
privilege; the value of having transferable skill 
sets, which only emerge from structured, rigid, 
curriculum-based immersive learning, is a requisite to succeeding in today’s interconnected world. 
AIM for SEVA’s mission to make education and healthcare accessible for children across India, is 
one that resonates with our family.” 
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Neelam & Kris Shah
“As parents to three daughters, we have seen 
first-hand the importance and impact of giving 
children a good education. Our daughters were 
fortunate to have been educated in Canada. 
They had abundant opportunities to learn and 
grow, so that they could later make a significant 
impact on their community and country. “It is 
our sincere belief that every child has a right to 
that same opportunity. Education is the great 
equalizer, able to improve quality of life around the world. This is why we are proud to support 
AIM for SEVA, in the hopes that one day, no child goes without an education.”

Nieces & Nephews of 
Dr. Terry Papneja
“Your birthday is a huge milestone for our family. 
You have helped all of us realize our potential 
in many ways. Your contribution to our lives is 
beyond financial or emotional support– you have 
given us a novel way of thinking. Each one of us 
has taken something from your philosophy that 
we practice in our everyday lives. Today, we are 
all carrying forward your two most important 
principles – contribution to society and togetherness. Therefore, to mark your 60th birthday, we 
are collectively donating to the “Educate to Empower Scholarship”- 20/10 Scholarship.”

Poonam & Satish Chopra
Mr. Satish and Mrs. Poonam Chopra believe that a 
child’s education must not be limited by anything. 
Strongly emphasizing the need for education and 
literacy, they are certain that they are contributing 
a little to change lives for the better. And thus, 
through AIM for SEVA, they wish to fulfill their 
responsibilities towards the society and the future 
of today’s world.

20/10 Scholarship Donors
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10/10 Scholarship Donors

TWO
ANONYMOUS 

10/10 DONORS

Dr. Justin Chopra and 
Dr. Anjali Papneja

Mr. Aakash Sahney and   
Dr. Koyelle Papneja

5/10 Scholarship Donors

Kesarben Kanani always believed in the 
importance of education, and she carried 
this belief through every facet of her life. 
Born in Kenya in 1930 into a family of modest 
means, she lived in India before moving to 
a small village in Uganda to start a family. 
With her grade 5 education from India, 
and a strong aptitude for arithmetic and 
grammar, Kesarben tutored dozens of children 
alongside her own to give them all a chance 
to excel at school. She had high expectations 
for her 6 children and supported them in 
reaching their goals. She overcame financial, 
cultural and political challenges to ensure all 
her daughters and sons received higher education. Kesarben also took a keen interest in the 
education of her grandchildren and great-grandchildren, who have also gone on to achieve 
academic success. Through the values inherited from Kesarben, her family have been 
supporting AIM for SEVA for many years to improve access to education for those less 
privileged. Continuing in this tradition, a 5/10 scholarship donation for girls has been made 
in loving memory of Kesarben Kanani.

In memory of Kesarben Kanani
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5/10 Scholarship Donors

Rakesh and Sukhi Ghai Shobha Mendiratta Yash and Sima Babber

Anuj Jain & Children Anya & Avi Anand and Vijaya Jain 
(Vijay Anand Foundation)

Dr. Ram and Nirmal Singhal

Mehul and Alka Panchmatia Arjun and Srinithi Raghavan Chandan Family 

Ganesh and Veena Venkatraman Manish and Nishi Jain Rakesh and Vanita Gupta with 
Family

Rani and Lt. Ramesh Gupta Arun and Rashmini Raja Ratan and Meena Goel

Rajesh and Kin Babber Rohit and Punita Bansal Vipin and Susmita Mithia

5/10 Scholarship Donors

Ajay and Yogita Khanna Deepti and Bob Arora Kailash and Sheeba Ghai

Ray and Jan Gupta with Family In Memory of Saroj and Vijai 
Pasricha, By Their Sons
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The Free Student Hostel/Home Concept
A Free Student Hostel/Home (FSH) is a living ecosystem, an activity 
center, a classroom and a learning institute, all rolled into one. 

Essentially, an FSH empowers rural children to learn by providing a place to live close to schools; 
with a clean environment, nutritious food, value-based education, extracurricular activities and 
much more. So they don’t just keep up with the rest, but lead a childhood that enables them to 
contribute to their family, society and the country as a whole.

Children receive free food, clothing, accommodation, as well as:

After-school support: Our special tutors and mentors provide student optimal after-school 
guidance, extra help and differentiated teaching methods using visual and e-learning tools. 
Children are also given individual coaching, to secure outstanding results.

Values and cultural education: The children are exposed to several value-based themes and talks 
by their wardens. This is coupled with camps and workshops centered on value-based learning.

Computer literacy: AIM for SEVA seeks to enrich the learning experience of our children, by 
providing at least one computer at each FSH.

English language training: Exposure to and teaching of english is woefully inadequate in rural 
areas, and AIM for SEVA bridges that gap by using a combination of instructor-led and computer-
based english language training.

Creativity: New ways to explore the creative side of our children, with periodic workshops in arts, 
painting and creative writing, along with ‘craft workshops’ where they design and create items 
such as pen stands and greeting cards. 

Yoga: Our children are adept at performing various yoga poses (asanas) that help in concentration, 
physical fitness and stress management. Yoga masters and trainers visit the homes on a regular 
basis, following which the children practice the art everyday.

Sports: Children receive training in games like cricket, football and athletics along with indoor 
games, both at a recreational and competitive level. Also, trainers equip children in martial arts 
like karate, for concentration, stamina and self-defense. 

Eco-learning: Learning how to care for one’s environment is as important as caring for oneself. 
Our children children are trained in horticulture, and grow plantations in the backyards for a 
steady supply of fresh and nutritious food. Many of our FSH also have their own biogas plants to 
generate the energy needed for everyday use. 
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Spotlight On Rani Gupta
Nurturing the children of AIM...

Tonight, we shine the spotlight on one of the donors of AIM for SEVA who has lent her support to 
this cause for many years. Rani Gupta along with her late husband Ramesh Gupta donated their 
first hostel in 2011.  Before the untimely passing away of Ramesh-ji, both Ramesh and Rani were 
able to visit their hostel inauguration in 2015 in Nemavar, Madhya Pradesh.

What is remarkable is that after 
witnessing the good work being 
done at that site, Rani felt compelled 
to extend her help further by 
donating another hostel building in 
the same premises.  At this hostel 
Rani added several special features 
like the activity room, computer 
room, library, and an auditorium.  
To meet the nourishment needs of 
the children, she also sponsored a 
cowshed and planting of fruit trees, 
and a vegetable garden in the hostel 
premises. Each Diwali, Rani also helps provide meals for children of all the AIM hostels in the 
Madhya Pradesh area. Her interest in the welfare of the children and the hostels also motivated 
her to sponsor 5 children for 10 years.

AIM for SEVA has never made a direct appeal to Rani, but she has come 
through year after year by voluntarily making her contributions, including again 
at our 20th Anniversary.

Perhaps because of Rani’s background 
as a High School teacher and her 
philanthropic nature, she knows the 
importance of the gift of education in 
transforming lives and she appreciates  
all too well the value of giving back to 
those in need.  After all, her inspiration 
to donate was instilled in her at a 
very young age by her father. Upon 

receiving her first pay cheque, she began to pay school fees for a few less privileged children.

Rani prefers to keep a low profile and is hesitant to be highlighted in this manner.  She provided 
her consent for us to write a short article, only after we convinced her that sharing her story may 
well provide inspiration to many others.  So, thank you Rani! 

TD Securities is proud to sponsor the 
2021 AIM for SEVA Gala in support of 
providing underprivileged children 
across India with education, healthy 
living conditions, and sustainable 
solutions to poverty.

Supporting 
sustainable 
solutions

® The TD logo and other trademarks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Bank. © Copyright 2021 by TD Securities. All rights reserved
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AIM for SEVA Empanelled & Awarded Platinum!

AIM for SEVA has qualified for “Champion Level - GuideStar India Platinum” 
Certification. GuideStar India’s Platinum Certification is the Champion Level 
Certification which indicates that comprehensive transparency, accountability 
and good governance procedures are adopted by AIM for SEVA with exemplary 
level of public disclosure.
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Canada-India Business Council Award
Dr. Terry Papneja accepted the Roy MacLaren Humanitarian Award (2018) given by the Canada- 
India Business Council (C-IBC) to AIM for SEVA – a non-profit group, which builds hostels in 
remote areas of India for poor rural children. 

AIM for SEVA Canada is the Canadian branch of the Indian charity AIM for SEVA which was 
founded by Swami Dayanand Saraswati in 2000 to provide education and healthcare to children 
from poor rural families. 

Dr. Terry Papneja, who founded the Canadian chapter in 2002, accepted the award from Roy 
MacLaren, former Federal Minister and currently the Chairman of the C-IBC, and Saskatchewan 
Premier Scott Moe at the Annual Diwali Gala of the C-IBC at Toronto’s Shangri-La hotel on October 
29, 2018 

Under Dr. Papneja, AIM for SEVA Canada has already raised more than $7.1 million so far. `

`The whole organization has 129 projects where it takes care of over 4,000 children — from the 
ages of eight to 18 on an on-going basis. As for AIM for SEVA Canada, we have built 26 hotels 
in which we support 640 children. For 10 years, these kids are given free accommodation, food, 
clothing, medical care and education so that their families get out the cycle of poverty. We also 
cover all their other expenses,’’ he says. 

Thanks to his efforts, the Canadian Chapter has become the biggest contributor to AIM for SEVA’s 
charity work in India . A true humanitarian, Dr. Papneja deserves support from more and more 
Canadians in his mission to help poor kids of India.

MORTGAGE INVESTMENT CORPORATION

This material is for information purposes only and does not constitute an offer to sell or solicitation to buy securities. Securities of Mortgage Company of Canada (the "Corporation") are available 
only to accredited investors in Ontario purchasing through a registered dealer pursuant to an applicable exemption. Commissions, management fees and expenses all may be associated with 
an investment in the Corporation. Please read the offering memorandum, especially the risk factors relating to the securities offered, before making an investment decision. The indicated rate 
of return is the historical annual compounded total return including changes in value of the securities and reinvestment of all distributions and does not take into account income taxes payable 
by any investor that would have reduced returns. Securities of the Corporation are not guaranteed, their value may change frequently and past performance may not be repeated.

8.00%
TTM Yield non Drip

8.31%
TTM Yield with Drip

70.8%
Weighted Average LTV

$500 Million
Total Mortgage Portfolio

1,087
Number of Mortgages

$1.54Billion
Total Deals Funded Since Inception

4,999
Number of Deals Funded Since Inception

Historical
Returns

MORTGAGE COMPANY OF CANADA
905-881-2215
mcoci.com

RAKHI TEJANI
416-704-5252
Waverley Corporate Financial Services Ltd.

Data as of September 23rd, 2021.

TTM – Trailing Twelve Month
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Hostel - Khategaon (Madhya Pradesh)

Hostel - Amreli (Gujarat) Hostel - Sawantwadi (Maharashtra)
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Thank You, Canada!

$9.9 MILLION RAISED & 27 HOSTEL/SCHOOL BUILDINGS DONATED TO DATE
567 CHILDREN SPONSORED (2020)

AIM for SEVA Canada Donors’ Hostels
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AIM for SEVA Canada Donors’ Hostels

Hostel - Unnao (Uttar Pradesh) Hostel - Polur (Tamil Nadu)

Hostel - Lucknow (Uttar Pradesh) Hostel - Nemavar (Madhya Pradesh)

Hostel - Vrindavan (Uttar Pradesh) Hostel - Solan (Himachal Pradesh)

Hostel - Dhandhuka (Gujarat)

Hostel - Dehradun (Uttarakhand)

Hostel - Kareli (Madhya Pradesh)

Hostel - Bhanpuri (Chattisgarh)

Hostel - Ghaziabad (Uttar Pradesh)

Hostel - Dehradun (Uttarakhand)Hostel - Khategaon (Madhya Pradesh)
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Montreal Chapter

A different kind of digital marketing agency

We are a small yet nimble and smart digital marketing agency that’s geared to adding 
real value to your business and its bottom line. We truly care about our clients and 
realize that your success is critical to ours.

We are your partner and will help you navigate the ever-changing and complex world of 
digital marketing. You can entrust us to take charge of your digital marketing needs, 
from branding to website design and development to email marketing, social media 
and content marketing to name but a few. And to get it right!

Our MANTRA is to deliver GREAT VALUE.

ASAPCANADA.COM | (905) 272-9003
shifting your brand forward
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Implant & Teeth in A Day!

We have over 25 years’ experience successfully performing dental implants. Whether 
it’s a single tooth or ALL-ON-4, we can remove your old teeth and insert the implants 
– all in the same day!

Denture gives you only 20% chewing capacity compared to natural teeth, Implant 
supported teeth give you 90% chewing capacity.

CALL 905-452-7111 BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION

Find out what a difference a day makes! 

$1000 includes Implant & Implant Surgery. Not included: crown, post, dentures and bone graft.

www.axisdental.ca 
14 Lisa Street • Brampton • ON • L6T 4W2

$1000  Dental Implant

Annual Gala Stage and Hall Decor Sponsored By AXIS Dental

Sponsor & Educate One Child for One Year
You may sponsor one or more child for one year at $600 per child/year. 

Donation will be used towards expenses of a child for his/her education for one year. Your 
donation of just $600 can sustain this child for one year that would include his/her education, 
accommodation, food, clothing and extracurricular activities.
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Mississauga Office

Sheetal Pundir, a final year medical student 
at McGill University, is the 2020 recipient of 
the McGill University Faculty of Medicine 
Canadian Medical Hall of Fame (CMHF) Award. 

“I view this award as a symbol of growth, an 
affirmation of just how far my journey has led 
me and it is a surreal feeling looking back at 
my humble beginnings,” says Sheetal. 

“It is still very hard to believe and encourages 
me to push further in order to ensure I do the 
award justice. I am extraordinarily grateful for 
this award, to AIM, to McGill, to CMHF, to its sponsors and to everyone who has helped me along 
the way”. 

From humble beginnings as a student in an AIM for SEVA hostel, Sheetal is now a spokesperson for 
AIM for SEVA Canada and has performed in a spoken word poetry fundraising tour. Recognized 
through several national and international public speaking awards, Sheetal spoke at TEDxNickelCity 
and represented Canada at the World Championship of Public Speaking.

Congratulations Sheetal!

Mcgill Medical Student (AIM for SEVA Alumni) 
Receives Canadian Medical Hall Of Fame Award
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Annual Gala Corporate Sponsors

Annual Gala Community Sponsors
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AIM India Hostel Happenings
Back to School

We are happy to share that AIM students across India are getting back to schools and settling 
in their hostel routine with full enthusiasm after a prolonged break due to Covid -19. AIM for 
SEVA is looking to bridge the learning gaps encountered by students from rural India on account 
of abrupt school closures. Online classes and tuitions are being regularly conducted across all 
locations for the benefit of our students.

AIM ALUMNI - Academia / IT / Police Force / Nursing / Finance
AIM Success Stories

Jothi - College Lecturer
Jothi is the daughter of a farmer who joined an AIM hostel in grade 6.  She 
continued to stay in AIM hostels till she completed her graduation - MSc in 
Computer Science. She is now working as a lecturer in a college in Nandyal 
and would like to continue her academic pursuits. She aspires to become the 
principal of an educational institution someday. She is an inspiration to the girls in the hostel. 
When it comes to giving back to the society, Jothi would like to continue her association with 
students from AIM for SEVA by teaching girls in her spare time.

Nepal Mujalde - Information Technology
Nepal joined the AIM for SEVA hostel in grade 6. He is currently involved in 
software research. He is looking to carve a niche for himself in the  Internet of 
things space. In his spare time, Nepal gives online tuitions to the AIM for SEVA 
students living the hostels. He also supports our hostels in Madhya Pradesh 
on all IT matters.

Sakharam Muwel - Police Force
After finishing schooling from AIM, Sakharam enrolled in a Government 
Polytechnic College in the region and also prepared for competitive police 
exams. He was selected and after 9 months training period he was inducted in 
the Madhya Pradesh Police Force.  Sakharam is grateful he was at a AIM hostel 
at the right age,“ when I joined the hostel, I did not have the slightest idea that my life would 
undergo such a massive transformation. Today, I am in the Police Force and I am very happy”. The 
young officer’s motto is to do seva for society. 

Iaineh Khongdup - Nursing
Iaineh is from a village in Meghalaya. Her mother is a day labourer. Iaineh 
recently completed a B.Sc degree in nursing from KLE Institute of Nursing 
Sciences, Belgaum (Karnataka). She is satisfied with her career choice and 
being part of a noble profession. She is now employed with a hospital in Pune 
(Maharashtra). She offered her first salary to AIM for SEVA. 

“My life has changed after coming to the Swami Dayananda AIM for SEVA Chatralayam for Girls, 

Jemima Molshoy - Finance
The daughter of a domestic helper from Tripura, Jemima Molshoy joined AIM for SEVA hostel for 
Girls in Khategaon, Madhya Pradesh, when she was in Grade 8. Subsequently, she completed her 
schooling from the Inder & Prabha Sharma Girls School and joined the BBA at Indus University, 
Ahmedabad, Gujarat. 

Jemima is currently employed with a finance company 
in Ahmedabad, Gujarat. She contributed IRS.10,000 
towards AIM for SEVA recently. 

“This is a very small token from my side and I feel very humiliated to call it as a donation as 
it is very small, compare to whatever AIM for SEVA has given to me and many other students 
like me. But I promise that I will keep making contributions in future and will never forget AIM 
for SEVA.”

Belgaum, Karnataka. My thoughts, my character, my ambition, everything is comparatively 
different from my friends. AIM for SEVA has nurtured me with samskaras and discipline. The 
institution has taught me to be kind to others and to manage my own things. After being part 
of the Chatralayam system, I have been able to face and manage difficult situations and make 
my own decisions. Most importantly, this intervention has helped me to become rich by heart 
and grow and mature as a person.”
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AIM India Hostel Happenings

Academy Award nominee – Bombay Jayashree 
Ramnath – raising funds and teaching music to 
AIM for SEVA students

Numerous studies show that the formative years of an individual are the building blocks to a 
fulfilling life. It is in the early years that children can showcase their artistic and explorative side, 
such potential can be only realized in a proper environment. It is with this mission for a holistic 
approach to learning that the Swami Dayananda Centre for Learning will be set up in Manjakudi, 
Tamilnadu (2021-2022). The centre will provide a space where teachers and educators will instill 
and motivate children to learn via the mediums of art, science, music and value education classes.

Acclaimed musician, Bombay Jayashree Ramnath nominated for Academy Award for 
‘The Best Music Original Song’ for Lullaby from the film ‘Life of Pie” composed and 
sung by her, came forward as an ambassador and raised funds for the upcoming Swami 
Dayananda Centre for Learning at Manjakkudi. 

Talking about her association with Pujya Dayananda Swamiji, Bombay Jayashri Ramnath said 
“He appreciated arts and I decided to be associated with this movement. I have received lot 
of knowledge from the teachers and I wanted to share the same with others.” She has been 
teaching music to the AIM students and feels blessed to be part of the AIM family.  

The cause is very dear to her. “From the context of a rural child, my experience has shown that 
musical education can be a great equalizer. It gives me immense pleasure and satisfaction to be 
deeply involved in this transformation process and witness the real change among the change 
makers of tomorrow “ she says.

welcometohost.com
1-670 Hwy 7 E. Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3P2 • 905.882.4678 

14 Prince Arthur Ave, Toronto, ON M5R 1A9 • 416.962.4678

bhais.ca
115 York Blvd #8, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3B4 • 905.731.7272

mantradonmills.com
2 O’Neill Rd, North York, ON M3C 0H1 • 647.748.4678

firangi.ca
2880 Queen St E, Brampton, ON L6S 6H4 • 905.791.4678
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