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AIM for SEVA Gala 2014
“Let’s leave our mark on this planet by changing 
human lives.”

This is the slogan with which Dr. Terry Papneja, founder of AIM for SEVA 
(Canada) prefaced his power point presentation at the 2014 Gala, held 
Sept. 14 at the Pearson Convention Center in Toronto.

Over 800 people were seated in the majestic hall, all vying to help this 
brand name charity whose vision is to ‘educate and empower children.’ 
The charity, under leadership of Papneja and his wife Nimmi, have 
already raised over $3-million, highest amount compared to other AIM 

for SEVA chapters globally, all involved in helping raise funds to “educate 
children from remote villages through its free student homes.”

“These homes,” Papneja said, provide complete care to poor children 
and are located near existing schools as that makes it convenient for 
children to attend school regularly.” 

The goal of AIM for SEVA is to establish at least one home in each India’s 
district and that means a total of 640 such homes, each home takes 
in about 50 kids. Of a total of 100 homes built so far by AIM for SEVA 
“Toronto is the highest donor in the world with 22 homes donated so far 
and we have raised sponsorship for 750 children, and the total amount 
raised so far is $3.6 million.” 
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Inder Sharma, known as the largest importer of brand name shoes in 
Canada, announced at the Gala donation of one hostel at a cost of 
$125,000. It will be built in Dehradun, where he has a sister and brother 
still residing and so it will be easier for him to provide whatever help is 
needed once the construction of the hostel starts. 

“It is for poor and unprivileged children. I know Terry and his wife 
Nimmi very well. I know the history of AIM for SEVA,” Sharma said in an 
interview. He was amongst the keynote speakers at the Gala. 

Inder Sharma chose AIM for SEVA as to him it is 
amongst the best managed charities in the country. 
“Hundred cents of a dollar that they collect goes for 

the actual charitable work in India. They don’t have 
any overhead expenses. They have a dedicated team 
of volunteers.”

So, Sharma said he decided to support AIM for SEVA. “We will start 
with the hostel there. My second project is to establish a school there 
as well. From one, I will soon pay for the second hostel. Terry and I are 
working on that.” He referred to his wife Prabha who died some years 
back “Her wish was to give to our own country, what best we can do for 
our children in India. We are working on details of the school.” Inder is 
now happily married to Rupi who is a great source of encouragement in 
fulfilling his charitable endeavours.



Sharma has a large heart. So, his commitment is not mere $125,000 that 
he announced at the Gala. He’s talking in terms of creating $2-million 
endowment that will run two hostels, a school and they will also give 
scholarships to 10 brightest kids, to be selected carefully from AIM for 
SEVA’s 100 schools. The scholarships will take care of their four years 
university professional education- doctor, engineer, whatever. “We will 
pay their complete expenses,” said Sharma. But details are still fussy as 
he’s working with Papneja and other people.  

Sam Patel is a Pharmacist in Toronto. His novel idea is 
cycling for healthier living and through that he also 
raises funds for AIM for SEVA. 

This year his target was to raise $6,000 but he was lucky to have 
succeeded in raising over $10,000, all for AIM for SEVA. 

He went on stage dancing with his wife Arti and all excited: “Through 
cycling we are trying to create awareness for AIM for SEVA, and it is also 
to bring awareness of fitness.” (read separate story on Sam Patel’s work 
for AIM for SEVA)

Mike Lakhani has donated close to $200,000 to AIM 
for SEVA. 

The hostel that he donated 3 years back is already running in Khategaon 
in Madhya Pradesh. 

At this gala, he donated lease of One Mazda for two years at a total cost 
of $17,000 + week-end use of Mercedes that he said he himself won at a 
Golf tournament. 
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“I gave the money for the hostel 3 years back and I have twice gone to 
Khategaon to see the hostel for myself. “It is absolutely phenomenal. We 
have a total of 225 girls in the hostel and the school together. Someone 
donated us the farm where we built the hostel and then the school. We 
have 85 girls in the hostel,” Lakshani said in an interview.  “Altogether we 
are looking at $250,000 cost of this project.” 

Like Inder Sharma, Lakhani is also making efforts to 
establish $2-million endowment that will in perpetuity 
pay for the maintenance of the hostel and the school. 

“We are not just giving money. We are getting totally involved in the 
quality of education. WE are looking at the recreational aspects. We are 
now putting internet there.” 

Lakhani has a message for the community: “ We are so fortunate in this 
country as we all have what we want. We do not appreciate what other 
kids in India are not getting. In our school in Khategaon, 75% of girls 
are under-privileged and tribal girls. There are two swamis who run the 
school and our rules are 75% of all students have to be tribal under-
privileged girls. 

“There are so many opportunities and education is the crust,” 
emphasized Lakhani. “You can’t do anything but give them education.”

Everybody should take a serious look how far your dollar goes. 
Instead of just giving donations, look at the results. You donate to an 
organization like AIM for SEVA, where there’s total transparency for 
each dollar that you donate. As an auditor I know first hand how most 
charities have 40% over head expenses and only 60% of what they raise 
goes for charitable work. In case of AIM for SEVA, 100% raised goes 
to India and they would actually show the results of your dollar.” 

“I have a dream,” Terry Papneja refers to wishes of a poor child in India, 
any under-privileged child. “The question is how many children’s 
dreams do we want to fulfill?” laying emphasis on their motto: 

‘Give a man a fish, and you have fed him for a 
day. Teach a man how to fish, and you have fed 
him for a lifetime.’



Visit to AIM’s Katni Hostel
By Vinod & Ruchi Gera

AIM for SEVA (Canada) supporters Bhim and Saroj Khanna and Gera & 
Nirula donated the Hostel in Katni, Madhya Pradesh. It is now named as 
“Bhim-Sarok Khanna and Gera-Nirula AIM for SEVA Hostel.” 

On October 29, 2014, my wife Ruchi and I visited the recently 
constructed hostel in Katni, Madhya Pradesh, which opened its doors in 
July 2014. 

We were excited to see how this project was progressing. We took an 
overnight train from Delhi to Katni, close to 12 hours journey, but seeing 
the hostel in person was something that meant a lot to both of us.

When we reached Katni, we were warmly greeted by Swami 
Aishwaryanandaji at the train station. After reaching the hostel and 
quickly freshening up, we were ready for a tour of the hostel - and its’ 
facilities. The hostel was beyond our expectations. It has been named 
“AIM for SEVA Chatralaya Bhim-Saroj Khanna and Gera & Nirula.” It is 
located behind the Government Higher Secondary School in Majhagavan 
on Shahadol Road in Katni.

At the hostel, we were greeted by students with open arms and garlands; 
it was overwhelming to be treated with so much warmth, respect and 
kindness. 

We met with 35 young boys ranging between the ages of 8 and 14 who 
live at the school full time and receive education, food, and lodging. 
They wear school uniforms - high school boys wore yellow shirts and the 
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younger boys wore blue shirts. 

After a brief tour and some photos, Swamiji conducted Pooja ceremony 
to officially open the Chatralaya. Afterwards, we chatted with the 
young boys about their sentiments about living in the hostel. They all 
emphasized how excited they were to be living at the hostel and the 
opportunities that receiving the education afforded them. Ruchi and 
I participated in a question and answer session in the open hall in the 
hostel. It was encouraging and fulfilling for us to see that these boys 
were looking forward to their future, which for most of them was  higher 
education, to become doctors, engineers, and forest officers. Each child’s 
dream was unique and it was a humbling experience to see each of these 
young boys literally “AIMing” high due to the Organization’s efforts to 
bring educational opportunities into rural areas. 

Each and every student expressed their utmost gratitude regarding their 
inclusion at the AFS hostel. 
It is one thing to write a 
cheque, but to see those 
dollars making an impact 
right before your own eyes 
is an ample indication of 
importance of the work 
that AIM for SEVA is doing 
in these communities. 
Udal Kumar, one of the 
students, presented us with 
a beautiful drawing of the 
hostel that he had created. 
That drawing now hangs on 

a wall in our office. 

Before taking our return trip to Canada, we had also managed to raise 
some additional funds. These funds allowed us to provide a backpack 
and a sweater to each student and desktop computer-printer for the 
hostel. 

This hostel is just the beginning. We hope to be involved in the 
cause and continue to support AIM for SEVA. Investing in the well-
being of our children is investing in the future which is priceless. 

We want to thank Gera & Nirula and other donors who donated funds 
for this hostel and made it a reality. 



Inauguration of Chatralaya at 
Moviya, Gujarat
The AIM Canada’s Chatralaya at the village of Moviya in Rajkot District, 
Gujarat, was inaugurated in October 2014. The hostel sponsors, Sam 
and Arti Patel, attended the ceremony. They were also accompanied by 
the local Panchayat Samiti as well as the Sarpanch of Moviya.  Swami 
Nityashuddhanandji, who is overseeing the hostels at Moviya and 
Amreli, conducted the pooja of Rudrbhishekam with 11 “Dravyas”.

At the inauguration ceremony, Sam elaborated on the vision of AIM 
for SEVA Canada and all the fund raising initiatives including the Bike 
to Niagara Annual Charity Ride (more about this event elsewhere in 

this newsletter). The Sarpanch was so impressed with this cause, that 
he authorized a donation from the panchayat to the hostel, as well as 
extended full cooperation from the whole village to our hostel. Sam and 
Arti spent the day with all students currently residing at the hostel, as 
well as observed the workings of the hostel and all its facilities, including 
the kitchen, bathrooms and the dormitories. 

They were satisfied with the Moviya project and felt happy to actually 
see their donated funds at work in such an exemplary and rewarding 
manner, providing gift of education to children.

Sam and Arti would like to thank AIM for SEVA Canada for giving them 
an opportunity to be able to get involved in such a noble cause.
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Bike to Educate 
Annual Bike Ride to Niagara to Benefit AIM for SEVA

After a very successful fundraiser last year, Sam Patel and Kumar have 
announced the second Bike to Educate Ride in July 2015 (actual date to 
be confirmed later). 

Please join us for fun and fitness to promote our charity and 
give the Gift of Education. 

To register and for more information email: aimforsevabikeride@
gmail.com or call Sam Patel at (416) 617-0692. Twitter Handles: 
#Biketoeducate and #AimforSeva

Bike ride along the beautiful trails from Port Credit to the historic town 
of Niagara on the lake, past rolling vineyards along lake Ontario. Total 
110Kms ride. 

No Experience Needed. We welcome novice and occasional riders. Very 
relaxed pace with a lot of stops and breaks. 

Fully supported bike tour with plenty of SAG vehicles by volunteers, so 
that participants will have choice of doing shorter rides. 

We will be organizing several training rides from May 2015.

We need volunteers especially with cars equipped with bike racks.



Walk to Educate
AIM 2K Fun Run/Walk 
In Collobartion With Mississauga Marathon

The Young Professionals for AIM for SEVA are very excited to announce 
that we have collaborated with Mississauga Marathon to bring to you 
our first AIM for SEVA 2K Fun Run/Walk on Sunday, May 3rd, 2015 
at 12:30 pm. Run or walk 2k to raise money for AIM for SEVA and enjoy 
the beauty of Mississauga’s Lake Ontario waterfront and the cheering 
crowds followed by picnic at Jack Darling Park sponsored by a gracious 
donor. 

We’ve made this really simple. When you sign up for the walk, your 
fundraising page will automatically be set up. All you need to do is 
personalise it and start sending it out to everyone you know! 

Your fundraising efforts makes education accessible to 
every child in remote areas of India! 

Please register today at http://mississaugamarathon.com/. Receive a 
discounted early bird rate, even after the registration prices increase 
using our charity pin code: 2015MMSEVA. 

Come on down with your running shoes on, let’s WALK to EDUCATE.

Join in a very charming event; collaboration arranged by Young 
Professionals for AIM for SEVA; open to all! The accompanying picnic is 
sure to be a lot of fun!



2015 Maharaja Golf Classic
Mark Your Calendar: Sunday, August 9, 2015 

This year, the 6th Annual Maharaja’s 
Golf Classic will be held on Sunday, 
August 9, 2015 at the famous Glen 
Abbey Golf Club in Oakville. 

It will support AIM for SEVA hostels 
for disadvantaged children in 
India. Additional details about 

this golf tournament, including registration information and various 
donation and sponsorship opportunities, will be provided in Spring, 
2015. Meanwhile, if you have any questions about sponsorship or such, 
please contact any of the two Golf Classic Co-Chairs Ray Khanna (ray@
kingswayinvestments.com) or Jay Nirula (jNirula@gnca.ca). 

2015 AIM for SEVA Gala
Mark Your Calendar: Sunday, September 13, 2015 

The 15th Annual Gala of AIM for SEVA Canada, our flagship event, will be 
held on Sunday, September 13, 2015. Additional details will be provided 
over the coming months. Meanwhile, if you have any comments or 
questions, please forward them to Nimmi Papneja (nimmi_papneja@
hotmail.com).

Summary of Save The Dates!
Please mark your calendars for following events

May 3rd, 2015 at 12:30 pm
AIM 2K Fun Run/Walk

July 2015: AIM Annual Bike Ride to Niagara
(Date to be confirmed)

August 9, 2015: Maharaja Golf Classic
September 13, 2015: AIM 2015 Annual Gala
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AIM for SEVA
Home Away from Home to Educate and Empower Rural & Tribal Children

All donations are tax deductible. Cheques payable to AIM for SEVA.
Mail cheques to: Arun Luthra, AIM for SEVA
34 Lisa Crescent, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3A4.

For Corporate Sponsorship  at AIM Gala 2015
Anil Chawla • (416) 643-8006 • anil.chawla@aimforseva.ca

Rajiv Bahl • (416) 843-1774 • rajiv.bahl@sympatico.ca
Dr.Terry Papneja • (905) 271-3585 • papneja@rogers.com

For Booklet Advertising in 2015 AIM Gala Booklet
Ritu Jain • (416) 278-2307 • ritu627@yahoo.ca

For 2015 AIM Gala Silent Auction Committee
Rupa Kanani • (416) 828-9775 • meeraneil@hotmail.com
Sapna Mehta • (416) 587-1102 • sapnam11@hotmail.com

For Young Professionals for AIM for SEVA
Pankaj Bajaj • (416) 625-3300 • bajajpj@gmail.com

Dr. Purti Papneja • (647) 291-6343 • purti_p@hotmail.com

Children sponsored by Toronto Chapter: 758

Toronto highest donor in the world 
with $3.6-million raised so far and this 

number keeps on growing. 




