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Swami Dayanand Saraswathi
It is with deep regret that we note the passing away of Swami
Dayananda Saraswathi, the founder of the All India Movement (AIM)
for Seva on September 23, 2015. From our local perspective, Swamiji’s
blessings and support were instrumental in establishing the Toronto
Chapter in 2002 when he specifically called upon Dr. Terry and Nimmi
Papneja to begin work on the Chapter that has now become the most
successful unit of the AIM movement worldwide.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi called him as his “spiritual Guru” and when
this greatest exponent of the Hindu Dharma in modern times passed
away at the age of 85, Modi said “Swamiji, powerhouse of knowledge,
spirituality and service is no more but his message of importance of
compassion will hold true till eternity.” To him, it was “a personal loss.”
It’s a loss to the whole wide world that believes in equality of all religions,
equality of human beings as that’s what Swamiji taught, that’s what on
which he persistently laid emphasis. “He declared that all faiths are sacred
and valid and no faith can and should be allowed to claim to be superior to
other faiths,” writes G. Gurumurthy. “He articulated religious diversity,
which is the strongest point of Hinduism, in the most acceptable,
rational and logical manner and challenged and debunked the claim
that some faiths are only true and others are false faiths, which,
Swamiji argued, is the cause for the widespread hate and violence
today.”
Amongst countless other things in the religious sphere that Swamiji
initiated, he was amongst those who made religious scriptures accessible
to common man.
“I would say that Vedanta is a solution to the problem of taking
myself to be a mortal, imperfect, and subject to various limitations,”
Swami Dayananda once explained. “Vedanta is the teaching which solves
the problem. In its vision, you are the solution to the very problem from
which you suffer. ‘I am Brahman, the whole’ is Vedanta.” Swami Dayananda
further simplified the message: “We do not say there is only one God, we
say there’s only God. Nothing is secular; all that is here is Ishvara, the Lord.”

To him “living begins when one contributes something that will bring
about more happiness, more wisdom and more freedom. Until then
one merely drags one’s life.”
On his own website, he once called himself a “traditional teacher of
Vedanta” and his constant efforts were to “ensure that the truth is
communicated with clarity, impeccable logic, brilliant analysis, erudition,
precise use of language, together with a child like humor.” These made
Swami Dayananda one of the greatest masters of Advata Vedanta.
“Vedanta is not a theory, which implies practice and experience, but
a fact to be understood,” Swamiji said. “You, the self, are the whole.
Yet you feel small, limited, only because you do not know the reality of
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yourself, of who you really are.” That explains his emphasis that people
need “self knowledge to remove the self ignorance.”
Swamiji was the founder of AIM for SEVA. Part of this, he dreamt of
opening students hostels, at least one in each of the 676 Districts in
India, places where poor kids could live, go to schools and grow as
educated and contributing members of the society.
Of course, the organization is far from achieving this number, but the start
has been made as 105 hostels have already been built in various parts of
the country.
The concept is to help the poor and those who are in need of help as, the
kids could come of very, very poor families but, with a bit of push, they
could be as productive as millions of others.

The concept is based on the fact that there’s no point giving
fish to a poor man. Better teach him how to fish and thus
make him economically self-sufficient.
In Toronto, Dr. Papneja and his wife Nimmi are following in Swamiji’s
footsteps. As co-founders of the Toronto Chapter of the AIM for SEVA,
they have year after year, during the last 14 years, successfully organized
their annual fund raisers, have raised money for 22 hostels and have raised
$3.8-million. Currently, there are 644 children being educated through
accommodation at hostels donated by supporters of AIM Canada.
They believe one day dream of Swamiji of having at least one hostel
in each of 676 Districts of India would come true. It is hard work. It will
happen through the commitment of large number of people globally who
are willing to put hands in their pockets to share some extra cash for the
needy children in India.

“Through AIM for SEVA we will carry on Pujya Swamiji’s work
and keep his mission alive,” say supporters of AIM for SEVA
in Toronto.

AIM for SEVA – 2016 Events
Arrangements for following 2016 AIM events have commenced. Additional
information about these events, and about other events to be organized
by the Young Professionals for AIM or by the parent organization, will be
provided as the events are finalized.

Bike to Educate

(Date To Be Confirmed Later)
The Annual Bike Ride to Niagara to Benefit AIM for SEVA was very
successful last two years. The planning work for the 2016 Bike-a-Thon
edition is commencing now. Anyone wishing to volunteer in the planning
work now, or anyone wishing to sponsor or donate at the event level, may
contact Sam Patel at aimforsevabikeride@gmail.com. (More information
about Biker Level participation and sponsorship will be provided later).

2016 Maharaja Golf Classic
Mark Your Calendar: Sunday, August 7, 2016

This year, the 7th Annual Maharaja’s Golf Classic will be held on Sunday,
August 7, 2016 at the famous Glen Abbey Golf Club in Oakville. Once
again, it will support AIM for SEVA hostels for disadvantaged children in
India. Additional details about this golf tournament, including registration
information and various donation and sponsorship opportunities, will be
provided in Spring, 2016. Meanwhile, if you have any questions about
sponsorship or such, please contact any of the two Golf Classic Co-Chairs
Ray Khanna (ray@kingswayinvestments.com) or Jay Nirula (jNirula@
gnca.ca)

2016 AIM for SEVA Gala

Mark Your Calendar: Sunday, September 11, 2016
The 16th Annual Gala of AIM for SEVA Canada, our flagship event, will be
held on Sunday, September 11, 2016. Additional details will be provided
over the coming months. Meanwhile, if you have any comments or
questions, please forward them to Nimmi Papneja (nimmi_papneja@
hotmail.com)
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AIM for SEVA Gala 2015
President of Toronto-based Ni-Met Metals, Anil Shah, was the chief
guest at AIM for SEVA Gala on Sept. 13, 2015, when he, with his wife
Harsha, announced donation of one hostel building for poor kids.
It will be located in Dhanduka, his ancestral place in Gujarat. He has yet
to choose the exact location as it has to be closer to a public high school
enabling 50 poor kids, who will be housed there, could get regular full
time schooling.
Under the project that Swami Dayanand Saraswathi devised as founder of
AIM for SEVA, with chapters in many parts of the world, the kids live there,
and they get wholesome food, clothing, regular mentoring, religious

education, etc. They live in these hostels till they finish their high school
and beyond as well.
Shah wouldn’t reveal the amount he will be spending on building this
hostel. “It has to stay private” as in charity and philanthropy there should
be no bragging, he believes. “I (with my wife Harsha) feel privileged and
humbled to stand before you today and share this project of mine,” he told
800 guests who had packed the Pearson Convention Centre in suburban
Brampton.

“Giving back to the community is every person’s duty in
whatever way big or small,” suggested Shah.

While Shah said he was proud of his roots and heritage and the country he
left behind, he was “painfully aware of the rampant poverty and the state
of the children there. Regrettably India has one of the largest number of
impoverished and under-privileged children.”

So, Shah pleaded with guests present at the Gala that “we
Indo-Canadians who have been blessed with great success
to give back and help improve the lives of the children,
which’s our future – one child at a time. Giving back to the
community is every person’s duty in whatever way – big or
small.”
In his power point presentation, Dr. Terry Papneja, co-founder of the

Toronto Chapter of AIM for SEVA, reminded people how he, with support
from his wife Nimmi and dozens of volunteers started the organization
14 years back and how the first year only 200 people turned up and they
hardly raised any money. That number has progressively increased to the
extent that on Sept. 13 gala, there were 800 people and donated items
that the organizers had put for silent auction, filled the entire lobby of the
convention centre.

The Toronto Chapter of AIM for SEVA has during these
14 years raised $3.8-million, found donors for 22 hostel
buildings and funds for the education of additional 644
children.

AIM for SEVA has now 110 hostels in 18 States in India, hostels that are
being operated or are under construction with funds coming from AIM
for SEVA global movement. “This year we have more supporters, more
volunteers than ever before. And the Toronto Chapter (has found) by far
the largest number (of donors) globally,” said Papneja.

In 2015, Papneja also stated, “AIM for SEVA inaugurated a
record number of four hostels and one High School building.
These were donated by supporters of the Toronto Chapter,”
he said.
“The free student home (hostel) which I am building with AIM for SEVA,
will have a living ecosystem, an activity center, a classroom and learning
institute, all rolled into one,” said Anil Shah. “Essentially, the student hostel
empowers rural children to learn by providing a place to live close to

schools; with a clean environment, nutritious food, value-based education,
etc.
AIM for SEVA founder, Swami Dayanand Sarwaswathi, who passed
away on September 23, 2015, at the age of 85, aspired to establish at
least one hostel in each of the 676 Districts of India.
There is growing number of AIM Canada volunteers. They believe one day
dream of Swamiji of having these 676 hostels would be realized. They know
it is hard work. But it will happen through their commitment, commitment
of people globally who are willing to put their hands in their pockets to
share some extra cash for the needy children in India. 2015 hostel donor,
Anil Shah, said he personally couldn’t think of a better vehicle (than the
AIM for SEVA) that will create a change for the better FOR POOR children
in India in the long run.

Success Stories
There are dozens and dozens of success stories of kids who currently
live and/or have lived in the AIM for SEVA homes. They come as
destitutes. They come from families with no educational backgrounds. But
don’t be surprised that these kids come to the AIM for SEVA homes and
through sheer determination, commitments and disciplines have gone
even to post-graduate institutions and have become professionals.
There’s the story of Hirmal Bhargav from a tribal village, near Indore
(Madhya Pradesh). He will soon be a Mechanical Engineer and that too
from the Indian Institute of Technology (see below).
There’s also the story of Baldevbhai Baria from Kankanpur FSH, who
had grade 5 education when he came to AIM for SEVA home. Now he’s
working as an engineer with Tata Motors.
In this year’s news bulletin, we are detailing four such stories of two girls
and two boys. These and those reported earlier, those who have succeeded
and their names are known amongst others, who have lived and are living
these homes can serve as mentors.
Y. Naganjyoti, who hails from Tamadapalli in Kumool
District, has scored 93% in her class 10 exams.
She has a single parent in her mother – her father passed
away a long time back, who lives in a small village in
Mahanandi Mandal, works as an agriculture laborer. What
would she be earning? Not much.
Naganjyoti has three more siblings. As the oldest one, she feels that sense
of responsibility to help her mother join the work force. But as of today,
Naganjyoti wants to pursue her studies aspiring one day to be able to
go to a college/university and become a professional. Her interest is to
become an engineer one day and why not? That way she would be able to
earn enough money to help her mother take care of the family. Those who
know her say Naganjyoti was always expected to do well in her class. That
explains Naganjyoti’s interest in pursuing her education.
It is not only now that she has done well in her class. She has been so
since 2007 when she came to the AIM for SEVA home. She has been
consistently performing well in her examinations. Family’s limited means
shouldn’t have any negative impact either on Naganjyoti’s intellect or on
her determination to pursue her studies. She’s already in class 11 and
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that means next year Naganjyoti would be seeking admission to a postgraduate institution, which would be one step closer to her fulfilling her
wishes of becoming an engineer.
Yashodhya discusses about the “challenges in life” that she has faced
and those challenges “have made me stronger.”
What a sad story! She was just 5 when she lost both
her parents. Her grandmother helped her finish her
primary schooling. That’s when she joined the AIM for
SEVA home at Sagar. She finished her high school and
college with first class marks.
She’s currently continuing her graduate studies in Commerce at
Indira Gandhi College.
With her studies in Commerce, her interest is to become an officer in
a banking institution. Yashodhya is trying to realize her aspiration by
simultaneously studying hard to finish her Bank Probationary officers
competitive exam.
She’s on the right track to one day become an officer in a bank. We are
talking of same Yashodhya who lost both her parents when was just 5
year old.

Discipline and sense of determination are what they learn in
the AIM for SEVA homes.
Hirmal Bhargav is from a remote tribal village of Khategoan, near Indore
(Madhya Pradesh). He joined the AIM for Seva FSH in 2006. He was in
class 6 that time. He has now gone all the way to the
coveted Indian Institute of Technology: “I mustered
the courage to dream big at the FSH, and decided
to join IIT,” says Hirmal.
When his father passed away suddenly, Hirmal was in
grade 11 and he said to himself his dream of studying
at IIT has been shattered. But there was all help at the AIM for SEVA home.
They arranged for extra tuitions to prepare him for the IIT entrance exam.
This young boy passed his entrance competitive exam and is on his
way to soon become a mechanical engineer at IIT Indore.
Those who know him say “his exposure to various social issues has helped

him to pursue a new dream. He wants to work for the government and
once he’s in that position, Hirmal’s desire is to bring social change.”
What noble thoughts this young boy has!
Here’s one more interesting story of young boy coming to the FSH, with
just grade 5 education and finally becoming an engineer working at the
Tata Motors.
“I got all the help of my education at the (AIM for SEVA) home. I will always
be ready to help others and we are very grateful to
AIM for SEVA,” says Baldevbhai Baria.
He came to the Kankanpur FSH in 2005. He was then in
class 5. He continued studying, studying hard to finish
his class 10 with distinction. He joined a diploma course
in engineering but he faced some health challenges
and those challenges, sadly for him, interrupted Baldevbhai’s education.
But he wouldn’t give up so easily. To his good fortune, Baldevbhai got
admitted to ITI at Godhra (Gujarat) that he finished “with distinction.”
Today, the same young person is an engineer at the Tata Motors.
These people, as indicated in the beginning, could come from families
with limited means, with no means at all, but many of them dream big
and have succeeded.

This is what they learn at the AIM for SEVA homes – discipline,
determination and will to succeed.
There are countless such stories.

Children sponsored by Toronto Chapter: 644
Toronto highest donor in the world
with $3.8-million raised so far and this number
keeps on growing.
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AIM for SEVA

Home Away from Home to Educate and Empower Rural & Tribal Children

For Young Professionals for AIM for SEVA
Pankaj Bajaj • (416) 625-3300 • bajajpj@gmail.com
Dr. Purti Papneja • (647) 291-6343 • purti_p@hotmail.com

For Corporate Sponsorship
Anil Chawla • (416) 643-8006 • anil.chawla@aimforseva.ca
Rajiv Bahl • (416) 843-1774 • rajivbahl01@gmail.com
Dr.Terry Papneja • (905) 271-3585 • papneja@rogers.com

For AIM Gala Silent Auction Committee
Rupa Kanani • (416) 828-9775 • meeraneil@hotmail.com
Sapna Mehta • (416) 587-1102 • sapnam11@hotmail.com

For AIM Gala Booklet Advertising
Ritu Jain • (416) 278-2307 • ritu627@yahoo.ca
All donations are tax deductible.
Cheques payable to AIM for SEVA.

Mail cheques to: Arun Luthra, AIM for SEVA
34 Lisa Crescent, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3A4.
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