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Inder Sharma Announces Largest
AIM for SEVA Donation Ever
On September 11, 2016, the 15th anniversary of the founding
of the Toronto Chapter of AIM for SEVA, Toronto-based
businessman and philanthropist Inder Sharma along with
his wife Rupi announced a family donation of $2-million, the
largest donation ever, to build a high school and a hostel for
250 girls in Khategaon in Madhya Pradesh.
The enlarged version of the $2-million check was received by the founder
and President of the AIM, Dr. Terry Papneja. The announcement was
greeted with a standing ovation from the 860 guests who had packed the
Pearson Convention Centre in suburban Brampton. They were all elated
over Sharma’s generosity and help to educate under-privileged rural girls.
Sharma said he had been discussing the project with Dr. Papneja and
others for almost three years and together it was decided that the school
building had to be refurbished, the hostel had to be upgraded, build a
teachers’ quarters as well as a proper place for the principal. “I hope
this $2-million will help upgrade the school and hostel building and
build a teachers’ quarters. We also hope to have enough money in
the endowment to generate enough income for the school to run in
perpetuity,” said Sharma. $500,000 has already been collected in the
endowment fund so far.
Sharma believes the most important task is to find good teachers and a
very good principal who will take their responsibilities seriously. In many
cases in the schools in the interiors, teachers join up but quit soon after
because the pay is not adequate enough for them to survive. “Today

teachers at Khatagaon commute everyday to school in the morning and
go back to their villages/towns which take a lot of their time. They are not
paid well. So, the first thing we have to do is to find good teachers, pay
them properly and build proper living quarters with all facilities for them
so that they can live by the side of the school without having to commute
every day.”
There are two other schools in the vicinity: one in Indore, which is about
130 km from Khategaon and which teaches 650 students. Another school,
also privately run, has close to 1,100 students. “We know the people
who run and manage these schools. We will take their help to find good
teachers and a good principal,” Sharma said, adding, “We will confine the
students’ enrolment to 250 as we need to allocate funds that we need to
spend on each student. With our resources we won’t be able to afford to
have more than 250 students but we will provide them good education.”
How does Sharma feel after making such a huge financial commitment
and receiving the applause of the packed hall? “I feel great. It is fantastic.
I know Prabha (his first wife, who passed
away in 2000) is watching from Heaven
and I know nothing would give her more
joy than to note that the Sharma family
is honored to support the Khategaon
girls school.”
“Prabha always strived for the education
of under-privileged children,” said
Sharma, adding, “We are going to make
sure that this project runs properly. We
will have proper curriculum, proper time
table, good quality teachers and a very
good principal. We will hire the best

managers to run the school and we will ensure that it is the best school
from the students’ point of view in that part of India.”
Besides the $2-million donation from Sharma and his family, there were
two other donations for two hostels from two other generous people:
Anand Jain and Srini Gollapudi. (see separate stories)
In 15 years since AIM for SEVA was founded in Toronto, Dr. Papneja and
his wife Nimmi has raised $4.4-million (The amount raised on September
11 is not included in these figures).

They have raised funds to build 23 hostels near the schools (each hostel
accommodates 50 kids). Funds have also been raised for the education
of 600 kids.

An elated Dr. Papneja said, “$2-million donation from one
individual gives our organization enormous credibility. This
will certainly bring on board many more donors.”

Inder Sharma donates $2-million for high school and hostel for girls
in Khategaon (Madhya Pradesh). In his own words...
“Education is a powerful equalizer in any society and the surest way to
tackle poverty. My family and I have watched AIM for SEVA, Canada with
admiration. The splendid dedication and efforts of this organization’s
volunteers have brought new meaning to selfless service. Under the
leadership of Dr. Terry Papneja and his wife Nimmi, this organization has
raised money for the education of 600 students in rural India; they have
raised $4.4 million for 23 hostels so far – all from the Canadian chapter of
AIM for SEVA. These are truly impressive numbers.
“The late Swami Dayananda Saraswati, founder of AIM for SEVA,
once said: “In the act of giving you grow, people grow, and the
country grows.”
“I came to Canada in the late 1960s. This amazing country has given me,
like many others, the opportunity to establish and build a business. It has
given me opportunities to serve and support causes ranging from Trillium
hospital, to the University of Toronto, and to get involved in inner city
programs. All these have enriched my life deeply.
“Education, in particular for under-privileged girls, was a cause very
dear to my late wife Prabha. Her vision was to support girls both in their
primary and secondary education and lay a strong foundation for their
post secondary studies.
“Here AIM for SEVA has led the way. Its school in Khategaon, in rural
Madhya Pradesh, does just that, providing primary and secondary
education to 250 under-privileged girls. However, as Dr. Papneja has
explained, the funding challenges are significant – in relation to both the
capital upgrades for the hostel and school, and the operating expenditures
that come with it. About $4-million dollars is needed.
“I know Prabha is watching from the heavens. I know nothing would give
her more joy to note that the Sharma family is honored to support the
Khategaon girls’ school. Today, I am pleased to commit $2-million dollars
for the school and the hostel. We very much hope that our support
provides a platform to make this dream a reality. Thank You”
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Inder Sharma
Inder Sharma moved to Canada in 1967 and established
his own business in Montreal. Today, Indeka Group
is a multi-million dollar company.

The company

pioneered the concept of outsourcing by first getting
manufactured material from the UK and other European
countries. Thereafter, the company went on to tap the efficiencies in
manufacturing from the Orient - chiefly Korea, Japan and China and 13
other countries from all across the globe.
Today the Indeka Group is Canada’s largest importer and brand marketer
of upscale shoes, with a huge distribution centre in suburban Oakville and
offices in Montreal and Vancouver.
Inder Sharma has made significant contributions to various charities such
as Toronto Inner City Children’s group and the Trillium Hospital, including
a major donation to the hospital in 2012. He has donated significant
amounts to Vishnu Mandir and Balaji Mandir within the Vishnu Mandir
complex in Richmond Hill.
His first wife Prabha, who passed away in 2000, had always expressed a
wish to educate the poor, under-privileged children of India and to uplift
their families socially and economically. She believed donating to this
cause would have the most impact in terms of how far money can go to
improve the livelihood of our global village. As an acquaintance of AIM
for SEVA founder- Dr. Terry Papnjea and his wife Nimmi, Prabha witnessed
the valuable work done by AIM and more importantly, she observed that
the volunteering model of AIM ensured that all the donated monies went
to the desired end goal.
Sharma, who was always aware of his wife Prabha’s wishes to help educate
under-privileged girls, recently announced a donation of $2-million for a
girls’ high school in Madhya Pradesh.

Anand Jain and Srini Gollapudi
Donate Towards Two Hostels
On 11th September 2016, on the occasion of the 15th
anniversary of AIM for SEVA, Anand Jain & family along
with Srini Gollapudi announced donations of one hostel
each, each costing $150,000.
Each hostel will accommodate 50 poor kids who will receive regular
education up to high school, all with the help of AIM.
The hostels will be operated and managed by AIM who currently runs 110

hostels in 18 States in India. Of these, 23 hostels have been donated from
the Canadian sources.
Jain and his wife Vijaya were on stage at the AIM for SEVA Gala on Sept.
11, 2016, to share their story of how they came to Canada 41 years ago
with a mere $8 in their pocket. Anands first job in Montreal, where he
landed, was that of a Janitor of an apartment building. After getting his
French certification, he got recognition of his engineering degree from
India and began working as an engineer. Through sheer hard work and
determination, Anand moved from step to step and finally launched his
own company in 1989.
Together with his three sons, the Jains today run successful companies.
Along the way, they established their own Charitable Foundation, in which
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they’ve pledged to put 20% of their income every year.
From that Foundation, the Jains have donated money for numerous
charitable causes, including establishing a scholarship at the University of
Waterloo, supporting the work of Operation Eyesight Universal, donations
to several hospitals in and around the Greater Toronto Area as well as
supporting many charitable organizations providing relief for victims of
natural disasters in Haiti, Pakistan, India, Nepal and the Philippines.
A few years ago we were introduced to the Canadian chapter of AIM for
SEVA founded by Dr. Terry Papneja and we were inspired by his dedication
to the idea that we could help educate underprivileged children and
empower them to improve their lives and break free from poverty,
Anand told the 860-strong audience at the Pearson Convention Centre in
suburban Brampton.
Earlier, they had committed $5000 towards the education of 5 children for
10 years, then raised it up to 10 children for 10 years ($10,000), and now
they have taken the big step of donating the hostel, thats $150,000.
Srini Gollapudi, a Chemical engineer from Tamilnadu, who now lives
in suburban Mississauga, made a similar commitment of $150,000 for
another hostel.
In 2001 Srini suffered a disability when he lost his vision but it hasnt
discouraged him in any way. After he lost his vision, Gollapudi learnt
Braille and living skills from the Canadian National Institute for the Blind
(CNIB). He even learned to use a screen-reading software that enables him
to use traditional computers.
The Free Students Home, as the AIM hostels are called, that Gollapudi
announced, will be housed in his ancestral property in Vetapalem, which
his grandfather Gollapudi Venkatakrishna Chetty, earmarked for charitable
purposes.

Hostel Donor Anand Jain
His story in his own words...

“God has been gracious and given my family and I, enough
to give back to others in the world. This is an opportunity
for us to express our gratitude to God, thank our adopted
country Canada for all the opportunities we have received
and to share our blessings with our birth country, India.
“My first job after my family and I migrated to Canada 41 years ago was

that of a janitor of an apartment building in Montreal. Within a year
of arriving in Canada, I secured my certification in French, which was a
requirement in Quebec, to get my Professional Engineering designation.
I began working for Canadian Standards Association (CSA) where my
engineering skills were quickly recognized and rewarded with steadily
increasing responsibilities and roles within CSA.
“I left my job at CSA in 1989 and never looked back. The business grew
exponentially with new products and new designs being added over the
years.
“In 1995, many of my family members and I, together set up a charitable
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foundation pledging 20% of our income every year. This fund accumulated
over time and we used it to contribute to various causes. We established a
scholarship at the University of Waterloo, supported Operation Eyesight
Universal, donated to several hospitals in and around the Greater Toronto
Area and supported many charitable organizations providing relief
for victims of natural disasters in Haiti, Pakistan, India, Nepal and the
Philippines.
“A few years ago, we came in contact with Dr. Terry Papneja, founder of
AIM for SEVA (Toronto Chapter). Inspired by Dr. Papneja’s dedication to
helping educate under-privileged children empowering them to improve
their lives and break free of poverty, we pledged to sponsor 5 children for
10 years ($5,0000), which was later increased to 10 children for 10 years
($10, 0000).
“On Sept. 11, along with my wife Vijaya and other family members, we
announced a donation of one hostel ($150,000) for the education of underprivileged children, a step forward in their journey, a step we believe, will
inspire others ‘to join us in this journey’.
“I’m happy to learn from Dr. Papneja that this hostel in India will be
persoanlly looked after by Acharya Navneet, an engineer from IIT
Kharagpur. Acharya Navneet has committed his life for this great cause.
So, I am really happy that such a devoted person will be handling this
project personally.
I call upon all my brethren to pay back to our birth country India, where we
received our education, by supporting young, under-privileged children
in their quest for a better education. With our collective efforts, we can
build a better and brighter future for the next generation.
A 100% of all the money given to AIM for SEVA goes to India for education
and housing of these children.

“I sum up with a quote from Nelson Mandela: overcoming
poverty is not a gesture of charity. It is the protection of a
fundamental human right, the right to dignity and a decent
life.’”

Young Professionals for AIM
Young professionals for AIM for SEVA made an outstanding
effort in May this year to raise an amount of $20,000 in
support of the AIMS educational mission.
The mission goal is to make education accessible to every child born to
parents living below the poverty line in remote areas of India.
The money was raised during the AIM for SEVA 2nd Annual Walkathon
and Picnic, held in conjunction with the Mississauga Marathon on
May 1, 2016. Light rain and overcast skies didn’t dampen the spirits of
enthusiastic participants who came out for the event. Fundraisers of all

ages checked in at Hiawatha Park where they received their souvenir
T-shirts and then lined up at the starting gate to begin their 2k walk or
run. After the marathon, AIM for SEVA supporters met at Jack Darling
Park for a picnic lunch.
It was in 2014 that the leadership of AIM for SEVA felt that the support
of young professionals was needed to lobby for raising awareness, fund
raising and for successfully organizing events. Following this, a meeting
was held in Toronto, where 23 young professionals made a pledge to
help grow the AIM for SEVA movement. This was the launch of the
Young Professionals for AIM and the members selected Rachna Goel and
Pankaj Varma as their co-chairs.
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Moving forward, the young professionals are planning to build on the
strong base of support in order to reach the first goal of sponsoring 200
children. “We encourage all young professionals to get involved with this
worthy cause. Our sub-committees include: working on a social media
awareness campaign, planning future events, database management, and
corporate donations and sponsorship,” Co-chair Rachna Goel said.
Earlier in the year, another event appropriately called the Mix’N Mingle
2nd annual Martini Night, attracted several young men and women,
fashionably atttired in black and white. The event was at the TEN WINE
BAR, a sleek restaurant in Mississauga on February 26.
The event’s highlights included delicious hors d’oeuvres, fabulous cocktails/
mocktails and a heartwarming speech from Mr. Kasi Rao, a consultant &

advisor based in Toronto providing guidance on India related strategies.
Mr Rao is also Vice President of the Asia Pacific Foundation of Canada
and Director of its Toronto Office. The event was sold out and attended
by more than 120 professionals who are vibrant, energetic and passionate
about this great cause. Young Professional Team Members are:
Akash Mainra		
Ganesh Subramanian
Netee Papneja		
Punita Bansal		
Reecha Sharma		
Sanjeev Goel		
Tripti Papneja		

Craig D’Souza		
Hasheel Lodhia		
Nupur Kotecha		
Purti Papneja 		
Ritu Kothari		
Somina Madan		
Vik Jain 		

Ella Karia
Jyoti Gupta
Pankaj Bajaj
Raj Lakhani
Sangeeta Bajaj
Swati Khanna
Vinay Varma

A 300-km Bike Adventure!
The Sam Patel-led annual Bike to Educate and the Bike Ride to the Niagara
have become much-awaited fixtures in the community’s social and activity
calendar.
Along with the fun, the events also generate funds for AIM for SEVA.

Sam Patel says it was because of the overwhelming and
positive feedback from participants that he decided to refine
the Bike to Educate segment by giving the option for all the
participants to do a Three part challenge.

The details of the plan - which was successfully implemented - were as
follows:
Ride # 1 : Saturday July 09th 2016 for 100 km
Ride # 2 : Saturday July 23rd 2016 for 100 km
Ride # 3 : Sunday Sept 18th 2016 for 100 km
Ride # 1 was completed by enthusiastic participants who covered the 100
Km challenge and was still ready to go onward! In Sam’s words: “There
were 200 km more to go... Ride # 2 ...Was successfully completed 100
kms on July 23 2016. It was a record hottest day of the year, andwith
the humidex it felt like 40 degrees C but all our determined participants
prevailed.
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“Two kilometers into the ride, we had our first disaster, Mike’s tire burst
with a 3-inch nail. All the participants continued on to the ride, while Sam
and Mike walked over to a local bike shop and got the tire fixed in record
time. We were able to rejoin the group without missing too much of the
fun!!!!
“Thirty five kilometers into the ride, Roy had a bad fall and scraped his
knee... but no worries, we had Deepan and Dax ...a pharmacist and a
doctor on board... they patched him up and off we went. Just after that,
by Palace Pier, Arti had a near miss... On the dilapidated bridge, her tire
got stuck in the rotten wooden floor and she scraped her arm badly on
the bridge railing.
“Forty five km into the ride, Nita Shastri and Fiona got left behind...took
a wrong path whilst following Varsha...and there Nita had a flat tire in
her new bike - “Nargis”... When we got their call the whole gang was
ahead by quite a lot. The memorable moment was that Fiona had no idea
where they were, but she asked me to face- time her, as soon as I saw her
surroundings I knew exactly where they were, so I took off on Narangi to
meet up with them. Thank goodness for technology .We changed her tire
and again off we went to join our gang.”
The entire team made it back home safety after reaching the 100-km
mark... completely dehydrated, shattered and ready to collapse.
“But all very charged up - for a mission accomplished,” said Sam, who
thanked all supporters and riders for the wonderful event.
A dinner at Sam and Arti’s place rounded off a wonderful day.

Children sponsored by AIM for SEVA Canada: 591

Toronto: Highest donor in the world
with $4.4-million raised so far
and this number keeps on growing.

The Silent Auction
One of the major attractions over the past few years during
the AIM for SEVA annual galas has been The Silent Auction.
This segment raises funds, thanks to the many donors of quality goods
and services and the excellent
arrangement
and
coordination
of the Silent Auction Committee,
headed by co-chairs Sapna Mehta
and Shaili Gehani.
The volunteer team members are:
Abbey Nagi		
Arti Shah		
Bindu Anand		
Kavita Nagpal		
Pinki Luthra		
Rekha Khanna		
Sukhi Ghai		

Anita Taneja		
Bela Tak		
Harsha Shah		
Mala Chopra		
Preet Chawla		
Rupa Kanani		
Veena Narang

Anu Srivastava
Beshie Dunraj
Ila Lakhani
Nita Shastri
Priya Walia		
Shalini Chandra

For the 2016 Gala, there were 69 donors who offered fantastic items,
ranging from paintings and sculptures, sporting goods, car repair
services, hotel stays and many more!
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AIM for SEVA

Home Away from Home to Educate and Empower Rural & Tribal Children

For Young Professionals for AIM for SEVA
Rachna Goel • rachna-goel@rogers.com
Pankaj Varma • varmap@rogers.com

For Corporate Sponsorship
Anil Chawla • (416) 643-8006 • anil.chawla@aimforseva.ca
Rajiv Bahl • (416) 843-1774 • rajivbahl01@gmail.com
Pankaj Bajaj • (416) 625-3300 • bajajpj@gmail.com

For AIM Gala Silent Auction Committee
Sapna Mehta • (416) 587-1102 • sapnam11@hotmail.com
Shaili Gehani • (416) 828-9775 • shailiavasthi@gmail.com

For AIM Gala Booklet Advertising

Ritu Jain • (416) 278-2307 • ritu627@yahoo.ca
All donations are tax deductible.
Cheques payable to AIM for SEVA.

Mail cheques to: Arun Luthra, AIM for SEVA
34 Lisa Crescent, Richmond Hill, ON L4B 3A4.

www.aimforseva.ca

